
 
 
 
 
 
                     MEMORANDUM 

 
 
DATE:  August 17, 2012  
 
TO:   Mayor Romero and City Council Members  
  City Employees  
  Members of the Public  
 
FROM:  Steve Duran, City Manager  
 
SUBJECT:  City Manager’s Weekly Report  
 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE  
 
The City Council is taking a summer recess and will next meet on Tuesday, August 28.  
 
 
CITY CLERK UPDATES  
 
The period for filing for candidacy for the Hercules City Council has past.  There are seven 
candidates.  Per the Secretary of State’s randomized alphabet drawing, this is how the candidate 
names will appear on the November 6th ballot: 
 

• Phil Simmons 
• William Wilkins 
• Bill Kelly 
• Sherry McCoy 
• Dan Romero 
• Hector Rubio 
• Gerard Boulanger 

 
For further information, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (510) 799-8215.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



REDEVELOPMENT ASSET AUDIT 
 
The State Controller’s office is auditing the assets of all former Redevelopment Agencies and is 
here this week to review the transfers of real property from the Hercules Redevelopment Agency 
to the City in March of 2011 in consideration of the City reducing RDA debt in the amount the 
RDA paid for the properties.  I will advise you as soon as we hear something from the state.  As 
you know, the proceeds from the sale of Parcel C and Victoria Crescent are to go to pay 
Redevelopment debts to Ambac, in accordance of the Court approved stipulation and attachment 
of those properties, and to pay Oliver Company in accordance with a note from the former RDA 
and deed of trust that they hold on Parcel C.  Thus, “clawback” of these properties would not 
change the bottom line much.  It is hoped that sales proceeds from Sycamore Crossing can go to 
pay back a $5.3 million City debt for an affordable housing loan from CalHFA.  I plan to meet 
with the State Department of Finance to discuss these matters as soon as a meeting can be 
scheduled. 
 
 
COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATES  
 
ITC - Bayfront Project: This project will develop a 42.36 acre portion of the Hercules 
Waterfront District master Plan (WDMP) area with the “Hercules Bayfront Project,” a transit-
oriented, mixed-use neighborhood that includes a variety of dwelling unit types with businesses, 
an associated system of walkable streets, pedestrian interconnections, and public plazas with bay 
views. The City portion of the project includes the Intermodal Transit Center (ITC) and other 
public improvements, including the extension of John Muir Parkway and the construction of a 
major Bay Trail segment.  
 
The City of Hercules has acquired the land necessary for the construction of the Intermodal 
Transit Center (ITC) and related parcels. The land was purchased from Hercules Bayfront, LLC, 
which is managed by Anderson Pacific, LLC. The consideration for the purchase included 
$2,162,233 of Measure J grant funds provided by the Contra Costa Transportation Authority and 
$1,017,720 in Development Impact Fee (DIF) credits to be provided by the City over the course 
of the development of the transit village, which will flank the ITC site.  
 
Grant funding for the ITC project secured this calendar year exceeds $14 million.  
 
Upcoming significant milestones:  

• Work with East Bay Regional Park District to obligate the $1.4m in TIGER II funds  
• Advance and finalize permitting efforts for the Project  
• Finalize design for the initial construction packages  
• A “ground breaking” event is being planned for September.  

 
 
Sycamore North: This proposed development includes approximately 140 market rate 
apartments and about 10,000 square feet of retail/restaurant space. The City Council approved an 
Amendment to the Purchase and Sale Agreement on July 24, clarifying issues related to no 
requirements for affordable housing and conditions for closing. The Agreement has also been 



amended to extend the due diligence deadline. The due diligence phase of the project is now 
complete.   The buyer/developer has submitted Planning applications and the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) required review is in progress, including an initial study and 
a traffic report.  Design review is essentially complete, with just the delivery of material boards 
outstanding.  The Planning Commission is tentatively scheduled to consider this item in early 
October. 
 
Corporation Yard: Staff is working on analysis and recommendations regarding a new site for 
the City’s Corporation Yard so that the current location can be considered for sale. Several 
housing developers have expressed unsolicited interest in the current Corp Yard site. In order to 
sell that site, the City must have a suitable site for the Corp Yard, declare the current Corp Yard 
site surplus and offer it to public entities, and if no public entities offer to buy the site, then 
market the site. Staff recommends that the City Council discuss this topic on August 28 and 
schedule a community meeting to discuss this item and the disposition of the Sala Restaurant site 
in September.  
 
Sala Restaurant: Per direction from the City Council, staff has consulted with legal counsel 
regarding the disposition of the Sala Restaurant site, also known as the Community Arts 
Building. Since the Redevelopment Agency purchased the site and rehabilitated the building as a 
commercial use and it is currently a commercial use, legal counsel has advised that it is highly 
unlikely that the state Department of Finance (DOF) will allow the site to be transferred to the 
City for a civic use. However, that doesn’t mean we can’t ask if that is the desired direction after 
public input and City Council direction. 
 
In addition, the restaurant owners have engaged a broker to sell the business and there is a 
possibility that there will be an offer to purchase the business and the building for the 
continuance of a restaurant use. Staff will be contacting the DOF to see if they can provide a 
quick decision on such transactions if the City as Successor Agency and the Oversight Board 
approve. The provisions of ABx26 and AB1484 continue to create obstacles for homeowners and 
business owners that have loans from former redevelopment agencies.  
 
Staff plans convene a community meeting regarding the future use of the property and report back to the 
City Council and the RDA Oversight Board with recommendations, which may include returning the 
property to a civic use or the sale of the property.    

 
Parcel C: Nothing new to report.  A Purchase and Sale Agreement has been executed with 
DeNova Homes for the 17 acre Parcel C site. DeNova is proposing up to 350 high-quality, high-
amenity residential apartments with a condo map and is considering the feasibility of some retail 
on the site. Two to three acres of the site will be used for a bio-retention area and a sewer lift 
station. This transit oriented development will provide support for the Intermodal Transit Center 
and the planned retail/restaurant node on Bayfront Boulevard adjacent to the ITC.  
 
The Agreement is currently in its due diligence phase. Staff and legal counsel are working to 
remove and modify certain outdated easements that encumber this property and other properties, 
including a number of Bayfront-ITC parcels.  
 



 
 
Victoria Crescent: Nothing new to report. A Purchase and Sale Agreement has been executed 
with SummerHill Homes for the 6.5 acre Victoria Crescent site. SummerHill is proposing 40 to 
50 detached single family residences. The Agreement is currently in its due diligence phase.  
 
 
MUNICIPAL SERVICES UPDATE  
 
Building: 

• Number of permits issued--------------------------------------9 
• Building permit fees collected---------------------------------$4,298.30 
• Number of inspections------------------------------------------7 
• Code Enforcement inspections---------------------------------5 

 

Sewer Lateral Inspection Program: 
• Applications received----------------------------------------------3 
• Inspection fees collected------------------------------------------$375.00 
• Number of Certificates issued------------------------------------3 
• Number of deficiency notices------------------------------------0 
• Number of condominium waivers issued-----------------------0 

 
Other Permits: 

• Wide-load permits--------------------------------------------------0 
• Encroachment permits---------------------------------------------0 
• Grading permits----------------------------------------------------0 

 

Other Activities: 
• Staff is working with William Silva on the John Muir Extension, Bayfront Bridge, and 

Bayfront Boulevard to meet critical deadlines and requirements.  Staff attended week- 
long Federal Aid training designed to teach the requirements for complying with 
Planning, Estimating, Engineering, Right-of-Way, and Construction. 

• Streetlight knocked down at Sycamore and Willet. 
• Six damaged sidewalks were repaired around town including approximately 60 lineal feet 

in front of the Hercules High School.  Larios Concrete is a local contractor who did the 
work.  He added a ramp at no extra charge at a cross-walk where it had not been 
previously installed.  Wheelchairs had to use a driveway to reach the cross-walk before 
the new work. 

• Stop legend and crosswalk installed at Canterbury and Dartford. 
• Repairs being made to the bridge railing on Sanderling Bridge.  They were damaged by 

either vandals or vehicles. 



• Sewer Service Charge – Staff received the annual water consumption report from 
EBMUD.  Commercial and industrial annual sewer charges have been calculated and 
submitted to the County Auditor/Controller’s Office for the FY 12-13 property tax roll.  

• Staff continues to draft the Sanitary Sewer Management Plan as required by the State 
Water Board. 

• Staff continues to work on single-line drawings for the HMU system. 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATES 
 
Summer programming has ended and the schedule is changing as school starts on Monday 
August 20, 2012. 
   
Currently the Park & Recreation Department offers a wide variety of recreation classes and 
programs that cater to all ages and help to promote a healthy lifestyle. The classes & programs 
provide a great opportunity to have fun and exercise while interacting with others in a safe 
environment. You can go online to www.ci.hercules.ca.us to get more information or to register 
for classes.  
 
Parks & Recreation Activity Guide  
Make to look for the Fall/Winter guide which came out the beginning of August. We are also 
accepting applications to advertise in the next edition of the Parks and Recreation activity guide. 
If you have specific questions feel free to give Andrea Mendez a call at (510) 799-8290 or email 
amendez@ci.hercules.ca.us. 

Licensed Before & After School Child Care and Camps  
Don’t forget to sign up for Fall Child Care, please make sure to register early so you get your 
space. For more information please call 245-4803. What are the benefits of our licensed 
programs? 

•  Provides a safe and nurturing environment 
•  Provides qualified and matured staff 
•  All lead Staff have training in school age programming through accredited colleges 
•  Provides a 1 staff to 14 ratio, not to exceed 28 children per classroom 
•  All staff have passed a Livescan/Background check 

 

Summer Camp ended on August 15, 2012. For the school year child care we currently have 49 
participants for Hanna, 31 for Lupine and 39 for Ohlone. Tiny Tots has 2 classrooms running at 
Hanna with a total of 48 for MWF and one class for T/Th with 24 participants.  

Aquatics  
Sign up now for our swim lessons for the next session that starts on 8/20. The 8/20 session will 
only have PM times available since school is staring on 8/20. 
 
Last day of weekday Public Swim is 8/17 from 1:45-4pm M,T,Th,Fri-  
Last day for Lap Swim Hours-Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:30am-1:30pm and 4:30pm- 
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New Hours: 
Public Swim only on Saturdays, 8/25-9/29 from 1:30-5:30 and Lap Swim hours 6:30-8:30pm 
from 8/20-8/31. 
 
Sign up or Drop in for the next session of Aqua Zumba, 8/22-9/12 from 7p-9p on Wednesdays.  
Sign 
 
Teens: 
Sign up for our SPOT Before and After School program for grades 6th -9th. Summer Camp ended 
on 8/15/2012. We currently have 20 participants signed up for the Before and After School 
program starting on 8/20. 
 
Seniors 
Programs include: Art Class, Card Club, Ping Pong, Tai Chi, Zumba Gold, Low Impact Exercise 
Classes, Dance Club, and a Hula Dance Fundraiser. 
 
Sports  
Now taking sign up for the Pee Wee Basketball League for ages 7-9 which starts 10/1. We fill up 
early so don’t wait. 
 
Facilities 
Are you looking for a hall to rent to hold a party, wedding reception, graduation, birthday, 
retirement and baptisms. Check out our many facilities we have to offer by going online to 
www.ci.hercules.ca.us  or call 799-8291 for more information. 
 
Recreation Classes 
We are now taking registration for many new and exciting summer camps that Hercules 
Recreation will be offering. Camps include, Incrediflix, Lego Camp, and Jewelry Making Camp. 
Make sure to register before camps fill up. 
 
 
WEEKLY POLICE REPORT AS OF AUGUST 16 (Partial List)  
 
Lost Property: On August 9, 2012, at 9:49am, an online report was received from a resident 
who lives in the 1200 block of Taraya Terrace. She reported that between 8/3/12 at 8:00pm and 
8/9/12 at 8:08pm she left her wallet and cell phone in a shopping cart at Lucky.  
 
Fraud: On August 9, 2012, at 12:00pm, an officer was dispatched to the HPD lobby. The 
reporting party lives in the 1500 block of Swallow Way.  She reported someone fraudulently 
used her debit card information. No suspect information at this time.  

Attempt Residential Burglary:  On August 9, 2012, at 1:57pm, an officer was dispatched to the 
800 block of Forest Run for a report of an attempted burglary. The reporting party said the 
incident occurred today between 12:00pm and 1:37pm. An unknown suspect(s) attempted to 
open his locked front door with an unknown object. The suspect(s) did not gain entry into the 
residence. No witnesses or suspect leads at this time.  

http://www.ci.hercules.ca.us/�


Fraud: On August 9, 2012, at 2:19pm, an officer responded to 900 Alfred Nobel regarding a 
fraud report. The reporting party said that someone forged a payroll checks. The investigation is 
continuing. 

 

Mental Health Evaluation: On August 09, 2012, at about 11:32 pm, officers responded to a 
report of an unwanted subject in the 400 block of Olympus. This was the second time the officer 
had been called to the location this evening.  The subject was determined to meet the criteria for 
a 72 hr Mental Health Evaluation. The subject was transported to the Contra Costa County 
Regional Medical Facility.  

Recovered Stolen Vehicle/ Mail: On August 10, 2012, at about 3:07 AM, an officer was 
patrolling in the area of Pavon and Williams. He saw two subjects standing next to a 1993 Nissan 
Pathfinder.  The subjects appeared to be duck down to avoid being seen. The officer contacted 
the subjects walking away from the area. The subjects were both on searchable parole.  One of 
the subjects was in possession of “shaved” keys; and the other subject was in possession of 
several cards that did not belong to him.  Officers checked the area, around the Pathfinder, where 
the subjects were first observed.  The Pathfinder was determined to be and unreported stolen out 
of Albany.  Inside the vehicle the officer found files and other burglary tools; and a license plate 
belonging to a stolen vehicle out of San Pablo.  Officers also found a canvas bag, in a bush, next 
to the Pathfinder.  The bag contained several articles of mail, from multiple addresses in the area, 
and additional shaved keys.    Gabriel Jason Hughes, 37years old form Richmond, and   Tad Jose 
Peaslee, 22 years old from San Pablo, were arrested for Possession of a Stolen Vehicle; 
Possession of Stolen Property; Conspiracy; and Possession of Burglary Tools.  Peaslee had a 
warrant out of Arkansas; however the warrant was “non-extraditable” and he was charged with 
the warrant.  

Related Incident:  On 08/10/12, at approximately 9:08am, an officer was dispatched to the area 
of Woodfield and Williams for a report of miscellaneous mail in the street.  The mail was 
collected, and a supplemental report was attached to the original case. 
 
Related Incident:  On 08/10/12, at approximately 3:49pm, an officer was dispatched to the 100 
block of Pavon. A citizen reported finding shaved keys in the gravel area between two houses in 
the 100 block of Pavon.  A supplemental report was attached to the original case.  The 
investigation is continuing. 

Attempted Residential Burglary: On August 10, 2012, at 9:25 am, an officer was flagged 
down by q resident living in the 1100 block of Williams. The resident stated she heard noises 
coming from the side of her residence, about 1:30 am this morning. She didn’t think much about 
the noise, but this morning she found that two window screens had been pried off. She also 
appeared that the inside of her vehicle had been rummaged through.  This case is related to the 
three above entries. 

Trespassing:  On August 10, 2012, at 1:31pm, officers were dispatched to a vacant house in the 
1800 block of Redwood.  The reporting party is responsible for taking care of the property.  
When she went inside she saw a male sleeping an empty bedroom.  Officers located the male a 
short distance from the residence. The male admitted to entering the vacant house and sleeping 



there. The front door of the residence had been damaged, but the homeowner declined 
prosecution against the subject.  

 

 

Outside Assist: On August 10, 2012, at about 8:16 pm, Hercules officers assisted Pinole PD 
with an attempted warrant service in the 100 block Skelly. It was determined the wanted person 
was not at the residence.  

Armed Robbery: On August 11, 2012, at 11:31am, Dispatched received a call from a male who 
reported, that at about 11:10am, he was robbed at gunpoint while parked somewhere in the 800 
block of Willow. The reporting party was contacted by phone and told the officer a male had 
entered his car; pointed a gun at him; and took money and his phone.  The suspect fled in another 
vehicle. The reporting party said he would come to the Hercules Police Department to be 
interviewed and to show the exact location of the crime. As of 7:00pm the reporting party had 
not arrived. A report was taken and is pending additional information from the reporting party. 

Warrant Arrest: On August 11, 2012, at 5:16pm, an officer contacted a female juvenile, while 
she was soliciting, in front of Home Depot. The juvenile had a no bail warrant was taken and 
transported to Martinez Juvenile Detention Facility. 

Domestic Violence: On August 11, 2012, at about 7:33 pm, officers responded to the 800 block 
of Willow Ave.   A female said that she was a victim of an assault, somewhere in the Foxboro 
Downs complex. The female said her boyfriend beat her up causing swelling, and a small 
amount of dry blood, on her upper lip. The female would only tell officers that the suspect’s first 
name.  She was uncooperative and declined to provide any further information on the suspect, or 
the exact location of the incident. A case was taken for Domestic Battery, with the limited 
information that she provided.  

Domestic Violence:   On August 12, 2012 at 07:20 a.m. officers responded the 1200 block of 
Willow Ave. The reporting party said she was in the ground floor balcony area, when the suspect 
hopped over the balcony fence. The suspect barged through an unsecured sliding door. The 
suspect confronted the victim (the reporting party’s adult daughter), who was asleep in her 
bedroom. The suspect yelled at the victim and when the victim attempted to call 911, a struggle, 
for her cell phone, ensued. The suspect pushed the victim hard enough to make her fall to the bed 
and let go of the phone. The suspect grabbed the phone and left; smashing the device on the 
sidewalk just outside the front door. The suspect left the area prior to the officer’s arrival.  A 
report was taken for Domestic Battery and Removal and Destruction of a Wireless Device 

Miscellaneous:  On August 12, 2012, at 2:30 P.M., officers contacted a resident in the 100 
Bluebird regarding an email announcing an event planned at the address. The resident explained 
that the event was a birthday party, from 3 P.M. to 11 P.M, and approximately 50 guests were 
invited. 

Related Disturbance: On August 13, 2012 at 12:05 AM Hercules officers were dispatched to 
the 100 block of Bluebird for sounds of a fight. Upon their arrival, officers contacted members of 
the party from the above birthday party.  The individuals seemed to be in a highly agitated state. 



It appeared that family, and friends got into a fight, however, the fight broke up upon the 
officers’ arrival. The party was in the process of closing down and very little assistance was 
needed. 

 

Residential Burglary: On August 13, 2012 at 11:21 a.m. officers responded to the 400 block of 
Falcon Way. The reporting party said he and his family that left their home on August 11, 2012 
about 3:30 p.m. When the reporting party arrived home he saw the side gate was ajar. When he 
checked, he saw the side door leading to the garage, and a door leading into the house, were 
completely open. The bedrooms had been ransacked, and the loss appeared to be electronic 
equipment. There were no signs of forced entry and the side door may have been unlocked 

Financial Elder Abuse:   On August 13, 2012, at 12:27 P.M., an officer responded to the 
Hercules Police Lobby.  The reporting party lives in the 400 block of Olympus.  The reporting 
party said her credit card is missing; and that on August 11th and 12th, several fraudulent charges 
were made on her credit card at stores in the Hilltop Mall.  She suspects a family member. 

Lost/Stolen License Plate:  On August 13, 2012, at 12:56 P.M., the reporting came to the 
Hercules Police Department Lobby.  He lives in from the 1100 block of Taraya. The reporting 
party said the front license plate, from his 2002 Acura, was lost or stolen sometime between 
August 6, 2012 and today.  The license plate number was entered in to the Stolen Vehicle 
System. 

Found Property:  On August 13, 2012, at 1115 AM, a citizen came to the Hercules Police 
Department Lobby to turn in a debit card that he found in the 400 block of Sparrow.  

Mental Health Evaluation: August 13, 2012, at approximately 6:40 PM, an officer was 
dispatched to the 1000 block of Salt Spray Terrace. The reporting party stated a juvenile was out 
of control and had just run off. The juvenile was contacted at the Victoria Crescent Park and 
determined to meet the requirements for a 72 hour Mental Evaluation. The juvenile was 
transported to the Contra Costa County Regional Medical Center. 

Outside Assistance: August 14, 2012, at 11:23 PM, Hercules officer assisted the Pinole Police 
Department during a contact in the 500 block of Sunnyview.  A person, attempting to repossess a 
vehicle, said a resident brandished a handgun at him. The situation was resolved without 
incident.  

CPS Referral of Suspected Child Abuse:  On August 14, 2012, at 12:55 P.M., Hercules Police 
Records issued a case number for a referral report, of suspected child abuse, from Contra Costa 
County Children’s and Family Services (CPS).  The report indicated that the abuse is unfounded. 

Supplement on a Domestic Violence Case: On August 14, 2012, 8:58 PM. Hercules officers 
were dispatched to assist a female who was being followed by her ex-boyfriend. This was a 
continuation of a Domestic Violence incident which occurred Sunday, August 12th, in the 1200 
block of Willow Ave.  It was determined that there was no physical confrontation today.  An 
officer contacted the boyfriend and served him with a Temporary Restraining Order, which the 
victim had received earlier in the day.  The boyfriend was released and instructed not to have any 
contact with the victim.  This report will be added to the original report. 



Hit and Run Collision and Driving While Under the Influence of Alcohol: On August 15, 
2012, 12:36 AM, an officer made a traffic enforcement stopped, on a white Cadillac, at Hercules 
Avenue at Titan. While the Officer was on the stop dispatch advised that they were taking a call 
of a hit and run at the Shell Gas Station. The vehicle description matched the vehicle the officer 
had stopped. A witness identified the vehicle as the suspect vehicle from the Shell Station.  The 
officer determined that the driver met the criteria for driving while under the influence of an 
alcoholic beverage.  Joe Montanez, 34 of Bay Point, was arrested for Hit and Run; Driving 
While Under the Influence; and Violation of Felony Probation.  He was transported to the 
Martinez Detention Facility. 

Domestic Violence: On August 15, 2012, 6:10 AM, officers were dispatched to the 200 block of 
Iris Rd. There was a reported physical confrontation between a husband and wife.  The wife  
became upset and threw a stack of folded clothes at the husband, who retaliated by slapping her. 
Neither party wanted prosecution. The husband was allowed to leave to go to work. 

 Burglary:  On August 15, 2012, at 1:25 P.M., officers were dispatched to the 2100 block of 
Forest Run for a report of a residential burglary that had occurred within the last fifteen minutes.  
The victim reported that he had been outside washing his car for about an hour prior to the 
report.  While walking back to his unit he passed two suspicious males on the walkway in front 
of his building.  After arriving back at his unit he discovered that his Kindle Fire and Samsung 
Galaxy Tablet were missing. It appears the residence was left unlocked while the victim was 
away from his residence. The case is under investigation. 

Outside Assist: On August 15, 2012, at 6:49 P.M., Hercules officers assisted Novato Police with 
a search warrant service in the 100 block of Tidewater. For further details contact Novato Police. 


