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OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 
 

Contra Costa County Agreement – At the February 11th City Council meeting, the Council 
approved an agreement with Contra Costa County to provide building inspection and planning 
services.  The agreement provides the City and permit applicants with access to the expertise of 
County staff that includes 30 licensed and certified building and grading inspectors, 12 plan checkers, 
and 8 structural engineers.  Permit applicants are able to discuss building projects with City staff at 
City Hall, Monday-Thursday, or with County Conservation and Development Department staff, 30 
Muir Road, Martinez, Monday-Thursday, 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. or Friday, 7:30 a.m-4:00 p.m.  
Requests for inspections can be made during business hours, in person, by calling the County 
Inspection Scheduling hotline at (925) 646-4108 or through the County’s on-line permit center, 
www.contra-costa.ca.us. The County will provide building inspections the next day following a 
request from the permit applicant.  Inspections are performed Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. - 
5:00 p.m. 
 
Criminal Investigation Request – Also at the February 11th Council meeting, discussion was held 
regarding the submittal of a formal request to the District Attorney to conduct an investigation of 
potential criminal wrongdoing on the part of former City Manager Nelson Oliva.  The City 
Council directed staff to prepare the correspondence and to provide the community an opportunity 
to sign the document prior to submitting to the DA.  As of this writing, a draft of the 
correspondence has been prepared and it is anticipated that the final document will be available for 
Hercules residents to sign after 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 18, 2014.  If you are interested in 
supporting the City’s request, you will be able to access the document through the City website, 
www.ci.hercules.ca.us, to provide an electronic signature or you can stop by the reception desk at 
City Hall, 111 Civic Drive, and sign a hardcopy. 
 
Town Centrale – On February 11, 2014, escrow closed on the purchase of the property previously 
known as the Sycamore North Project, by UC-BNB Partners, LLC.  UC-BNB Partners, LLC has 
received City Council approval of the final map for the construction of 147 multi-family 
residential units and 12,777 square feet of commercial space.  At the January 28th City Council 
meeting, UC/BNB Partners LLC representatives stated that they are estimating that it will take 3 
months to update the development plans, three months to solicit bids, obtain permits and to 
mobilize prior to construction beginning.  Once construction commences, it is estimated to take 
twelve months for completion. 
 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
 

Planning Division 
 
Planning Commission Design Review Committee Critiques Safeway Stores Proposal. – On 
Friday, February 7th, the Planning Commission Design Review Committee reviewed the Site Plan 
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and Building Elevations for the Safeway Grocery Store proposed for the Sycamore Crossing site, 
located between San Pablo and Sycamore Avenues and Tsushima Way.  This 12-acre site is 
proposed to be developed with a 55,000 square foot Safeway anchor supermarket, and 78,300 
square feet of additional retail, including a fitness club, a bank, pet supply store, coffee shop, and 
fast food without a drive-thru, specialty retail, and an 18 pump Safeway fuel center.   
 
The Design Review Committee offered a significant number of comments and recommendations 
which included:  
• additional enhanced landscaping; 
• concerns regarding potential graffiti issues;  
• maintenance problems with trash and litter; 
• acknowledged the efforts of Safeway’s architect and development team on retaining the 

existing creek, proposed landscaping, and the number of parking spaces throughout the 
shopping center; 

• emphasizing the need to design the project to accommodate pedestrian traffic;  
• due to the prevailing winds in Hercules, install appropriate trees;  
• possibility of clustering the proposed trees rather than planting trees every 8 parking spaces 

was discussed;   
• Electric charging stations at the Safeway building pad parking lot were investigated.   

 
The Design Review Committee will meet again in the next few weeks to review an updated 
proposal that will include the Committee’s comments and recommendation as well as feedback 
obtained from the community meetings scheduled for February 13th and February 15th. 
 
February 17, 2014 Planning Commission Meeting – Cancelled due to President’s Day 
Holiday.   

 
Building Division 
 
Number of permits issued--------------------------------------26  
Building permit fees collected---------------------------------$7,988.88 
Number of inspections----------------------------------------- 36  
 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 

• Staff continues to work with EBMUD and Belleterre HOA to resolve a water leak located on 
Lookout Ct. 

• Awaiting replacement for a street light knocked down on Refugio Valley Road and Lavender 
Place in vehicle accident.  

• Staff continues to work with Ducks Unlimited on Chelsea Wetlands Restoration Project. 
• Staff replaced 4 faded stop signs in various locations throughout the City as part of the ongoing 

Inspection and Replacement Program. 
• Installation of LED replacement lights continues with San Pablo and Willow Avenues 

completed. Installation has begun in the Victoria by the Bay Development. 
• PG&E and City staff has repaired numerous streetlights throughout the city. 



• A large pine tree fell which fell during the February 7th storm has been cleared by public works 
staff, Eric Wright and Jeff Brown. 

• The city has engaged the services of an outside contractor to remove the large concrete 
retaining wall in Refugio Park which failed during the storm.  

• A sinkhole was reported at the corner of Victoria Crescent & Dockside Bay and has since been 
repaired. 

 
Engineering Division 
 
PERMITS: 
 
Sewer Lateral Inspection Program 
• Number of application received: 3 
• Sewer Lateral Inspection Fees Collected: $375 
• Number of Certifications issued: 2 
• Number of Deficiency Notices issued: 3 
• Number of Condominium Waivers issued: 1 

 
Wide Load/Transportation Permits Issued: 1 
 
Encroachment Permits Issued: 9 

 
ACTIVITIES: 
• ITC SF Bay Trail Project No. 63001A – Construction in Progress 
• Completed Long-Term Trash Load Reduction Plan 
• EBMUD – Planned Water Service Repair 
• Town Centrale 
• Victoria Crescent Development 

 
PARKS AND RECREATION 

 
The Parks & Recreation Department offers a wide variety of recreation classes and programs that 
cater to all ages and help to promote a healthy lifestyle. Classes and programs provide a great 
opportunity to have fun and exercise while interacting with others in a safe environment. A 
sampling of classes offered is provided below.  For additional information, to access a full listing 
of classes and programs or to register, please visit the City website at www.ci.hercules.ca.us. 
 
City Council:  Effective March 14, 2014, some city fee based programs/activities will experience 
a fee change or increase.  These changes/increases were a part of the master fee amendment 
process which was approved by City Council on February 11, 2014. 
  
Facilities:  The City of Hercules offers several conveniently located facilities to rent for your 
meeting, wedding reception, graduation, retirement or baptism.  Visit the City website at 
www.ci.hercules.ca.us or call 799-8291 for more information on facility locations, dates and 
amenities offered at each location.   
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Seniors/50+:  Come to the Senior Center to enjoy the CC Café, or to participate in an Art Class, 
Card Club, Ping Pong, Tai Chi, Zumba Gold, Low Impact Exercise Classes, Dance Club, or Hula 
Dance. Your annual membership of $20.00 gives you access to over 30 classes and programs at a 
discounted rate. 
 
Aquatics: 
 
Lap Swim: 
Monday-Friday- 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Ages: 14+ 
Fees: Resident- Youth & Senior $4/ Adult $5 
Non-Resident- Youth & Senior $5/ Adult $6 
 
EBSD Year Round Membership- 

Dates: 10/1/12-9/31/13  
77 Enrolled  

USA Registration Fee: Year Round Swimmer $80 (made payable to EBSD)  
Code: 52200-G-L  
Spinners: M-TH, 6:30-7:00 p.m., $66  
Intermediate: M-F, 5:00-6:15p.m., $83  
Advanced: M-F, 5:00-6:30/7:00 p.m., $94  

 
Parks & Recreation Activity Guide & Banner Programs: Applications for advertisement in the 
March 2014 edition of the Parks and Recreation activity guide are now being accepted.  
Applications are also being accepted for available spots in the Banner Program for February 2014. 
Please contact Andrea Mendez at (510) 799-8290 or email amendez@ci.hercules.ca.us, for 
additional information or to submit applications.   
 
Licensed Before & After School Child Care and Seasonal Camps:  
 
What are the benefits of our licensed programs? 
•  They provide a safe and nurturing environment 
•  They provide a qualified and mature staff 
•  All lead staff members have training in school age programming through accredited colleges 
•  They provide a 1 staff to 14 ratio, not to exceed 28 children per classroom 
•  All staff have passed a Livescan/Background check 

 
Don’t forget to sign up for the upcoming Presidents Camp scheduled for February 18-21, 2014.   
 
Make sure to register early to reserve your space.  For more information please call 245-
4803.  
 
Teens:  Our goal is to provide programming that will foster human development, promote health 
and wellness, and increase cultural unity with life experiences.  As our youth grow into teens, we 
want to give them a sense of ownership and belonging to the community. We accomplish this 
through the many enjoyable programs and activities available at the Teen Center, “T.H.E. 
S.P.O.T.” (Teens of Hercules Empowering through Spirit, Perseverance, Outreach, & Teamwork) 
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located at 2007 Refugio Valley Road. Registration is now being accepted for the Fall S.P.O.T. 
Before and After school program.  
 
Sports: We offer sports and other positive leisure activities for patrons of all ages. Our recreation 
programs help promote a healthy lifestyle, while providing an environment in which people can 
enjoy themselves. Whether it is recreation team sports you are seeking, or an individual leisure 
activity/hobby, the City of Hercules is proud to offer it.  A complete listing is available through the 
City website at www.ci.hercules.ca.us. 
 
Tiny Tots & Little Learners:  A great introduction to your child’s “First Learning Experience". 
They will have fun making their first school friends, learning through play, games, arts, crafts. Our 
loving and qualified staff will guide them with socialization and self-help skills. Children have so 
much fun, they do not realize they are learning! Our program runs along with the school year from 
September-June. Come see what keeps our children smiling! Children must be completely toilet 
trained.  
 
Recreation Classes: We are now taking registration for many new and exciting recreation classes 
that cater to all ages and help to promote a healthy lifestyle. Our classes provide a great 
opportunity to have fun while interacting with others in a safe environment.  To access a full 
listing of classes or to register, please visit the City website at www.ci.hercules.ca.us. 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

Follow-up and Arrest on Hit and Run Collision: On February 3, 2014, a Hercules Police Officer 
arrested a 62 year old Hercules resident for the felony hit and run of a pedestrian, which occurred on 
January 17, 2014, in the area of the BART Transit Lot, the 1300 block of Willow Avenue.  

 
During the investigation, an officer contacted the Shell Gas Station at the corner of San Pablo Ave, 
and Sycamore Ave.  The officer viewed video of the area around the pumps for the time frame 
around the hit and run incident.  The officer observed a dark colored SUV, which matched the 
description of the suspect vehicle, parked at one of the gas pumps.  The driver of the vehicle 
matched the description of the driver seen leaving the collision.  The vehicle license number was 
not visible in the video.  Hercules Officers were requested to watch for any similar vehicle in the 
residential areas around the hit and run location. 
 
On February 3, 2014 an off duty Hercules Police Officer saw a late model black GMC Terrain 
driving in area of Redwood Rd and Cedar Ct.  The driver of the vehicle matched the description 
given of the hit and run driver.  The off duty officer obtained a license plate number, and requested 
a uniformed officer check the vehicle.  The vehicle license number came back registered to a 2010 
GMC SUV.  
 
At approximately 2:00 PM a uniformed patrol officer was directed to the 100 block of Hemlock 
Ct.  He observed a black GMC Terrain, parked in the driveway of a residence.  An adult male was 
walking toward the residence where the vehicle was parked.  The responding officer was the 
officer who originally took the hit and run report, viewed the Shell video, and had been doing 
additional investigation on this case. He recognized the vehicle and the male subject as the vehicle 
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and person he saw in the Shell video.  The officer examined the suspect vehicle and did not locate 
any visible damage at the time of the arrest.  
 
Police Explorers:  The Explorers hard work and training paid off at the annual National Tactical 
Competition in Chandler Arizona which took place January 17, 18 and 19, 2014.  The Explorers 
brought home 5 trophies in a variety of events and will be honored at the February 25, 2014 City 
Council meeting. 

 
2014 Police Officer of the Year:  On February 12, 2014, Detective Collard, along with other 
officers from West Contra Costa County Police agencies, was honored at the Richmond Elks Lodge. 
Mayor de Vera presented Detective Collard with a plaque thanking him for his service to the City of 
Hercules. This is Detective Collard’s second time being chosen as the Police Officer of the Year. 
Detective Collard was chosen by his peers who noted that he is very proactive and has made the 
most self-initiated arrests in the department. He is an excellent investigator not afraid to take on new 
tasks and challenges. Congratulations on being selected as the 2014 Hercules Police Officer of the 
Year. 
 
HERCULES POLICE BI-WEEKLY STATS - January 30, 2014 – February 12, 2014 
 

Calls For Service 565 
Reports 67 

Traffic Cites 18 
Parking Cites 29 
Adult Arrests 26 

Juvenile Arrests 2 
Arsons 0 

Domestic Violence Reports 2 
Hate Crimes 0 

Towed Vehicles 14 
Part 1 Crimes -Total 27 

 
Part 1 Crimes Broken Down  

Homicide 0 
Rape 0 

Robbery 0 
Assault 7 

Burglary 8 
Larceny 10 

Motor Vehicle Theft 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UPCOMING EVENTS* 
 
Community Meeting – Safeway/Property Development Centers – Saturday, February 15, 2014, 
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m., Hercules Senior Center. 
 
Hercules Planning Commission – Monday, February 17, 2014, 7:00 p.m., Hercules City Hall, 
Council Chambers – MEETING CANCELLED DUE TO PRESIDENT’S DAY HOLIDAY 
 
Hercules City Council Meeting – Tuesday, February 25, 2014, 7:00 p.m., Hercules City Hall, 
Council Chambers  
 
*Events are subject to change.  Please visit the City Calendar available on the City’s website for the 
most up-to-date information.   
 


