
    

City Manager’s Bi-Weekly 
Report November 13, 2014 

David Biggs, City Manager   

OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 
Election Results 

On November 4th, voters in Hercules selected two Council Members from a field of three 
candidates. The Election Ballet Box, located in City Hall, collected a total of 64 ballots. The 
County Registrar of Voters “un-official” results are: 

 
Candidates Number of 

Votes 
Percentage of 

Votes 
Onkar Mahay 1,370 19.69% 
Myrna L. De Vera ( I ) 2,828 40.65% 
Christine 'Chris' Kelley 2,699 38.80% 
Write-In 60 0.86% 

Congratulations on the election of Myrna de Vera and Chris Kelley to the two available seats and 
to Onkar Mahay for well run campaign and his willingness to serve. The City Council will ratify 
the election results at their December 9th meeting and the new Council Member will be seated. 
Also on December 9th we will bid Council Member John Delgado, who did not seek re-election, 
farewell, and the Council will select a new Mayor for the up-coming year. 

New Public Works Director 

I am pleased to be able to announce that Mike Roberts will be joining us as our new Public 
Works Director on December 1st. Mike is currently the Principal Engineer for the City of 
Benicia. As such, he has some great relevant experience given their bay/waterfront location 
which will be of assistance to him here in his role in Hercules. Mike has also had responsibility 
for the public works operations side of the house while with a county in Washington. He is a 
resident of Antioch and is excited about taking on the Director of Public Works role here in 
Hercules. I would like to acknowledge and thank Jeff Brown for his great service as our Interim 
Public Works Director and look forward to his continued outstanding service in managing our 
Public Works field operations. 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENT  

Human Resources 

The City of Hercules has partnered with NEOGOV, to launch a new software system that will 
improve the hiring process for job seekers and Human Resources. This new software streamlines 
the job search and application process for job seekers and allows applicants to apply for multiple 
job openings at once via the City of Hercules website at www.ci.hercules.ca.us. The 

http://www.ci.hercules.ca.us/�


 

new system also allows hiring managers to more effectively create minimum qualifications and to 
sort through a pool of applicants. With the new system, administrative work and technical 
maintenance costs are reduced as this workload is handled by the NEOGOV system. 

City Advisory Boards 

The City of Hercules will be launching new systems that will improve the application, interview 
and appointment process for City Commissions, Boards and Committees. On the website, 
interested parties will apply for any upcoming and open seats. The applicant would be able to go 
in at a later date when applying for a different body or reapplying and update their profile. Behind 
the scenes staff will have the capability to track appointment dates, training, expiration dates, 
address and other contact information. With the new system, staff time will be reduced to 
complete the necessary tasks. 

Information Technology 

Connecting the Ohlone Childcare Center network connection to the City via our wireless bridges 
have failed. We believe the new school (physical structure) is just interfering with the signals. A 
new solution is now being proposed and staff is working out the details on costs and refunds for 
original project. 

Recreation Department software upgrade is scheduled for Tuesday, November 18th. 

One of two of our domain controllers or computer servers has been upgraded. The second one 
will be upgraded next week (Tuesday, Nov. 18). This will allow staff to build our KMS server 
(which will manage our Microsoft licensing and hence continue our virtualization project). The 
virtualization project consists of separating our employees’ computer profiles and desktop items 
from the physical computer and moving them to an off-site host. This will allow employees to 
log-in and have access to their regular documents at any workstation. In addition, it will be easier 
for our Administrator to manage system updates. 

Desktop Virtualization, OS upgrade and MS Office upgrade will begin testing of virtual machines 
in December. If all works well, we will hopefully begin upgrading (by department) to the virtual 
environment by the beginning of 2015. For the Police Department virtualization staff is still 
working with the Department of Justice for approval. 

The City Council CCTV project Phase I is complete and staff is moving forward with the final 
two phases. There will be 3 HD video cameras installed and the two existing analog cameras 
mounted in other positions in the Council Chambers for additional viewing options. Additional 
hardware will be put in place including a multifunction camera control system. Staff is estimating 
that the remaining two phases be completed by the end of March 2015. 

The Police Department PC upgrades were approved on October 14th and the computers were 
received on November 5th. Staff is configuring test PC with all necessary police applications and 
tools prior to rollout. Staff expects the rollout to begin with the administration computers 
November 20th. 



 

Staff is in the early stage of a Video Surveillance Project for the Police Department. This project 
will provide surveillance at the front counter of the Police Department, after hours counter, two 
interview rooms and the booking room. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

2015-2023 Housing Element Update Kickoff Meeting – Monday 11/17/2014 at 7:00pm 
Next week Monday, the Planning Commission will start the kickoff for the Housing Element 
update. The State of California requires that each City has an updated Housing Element certified 
by the State Department of Housing and Community Development. Not only does the plan 
contemplate potential areas where housing will go in the future, but future housing policies, and is 
generally required for much of the grant funding the City will be doing related to the Intermodal 
Transit Center (ITC). If you want to learn more, attend the meeting in City Council Chambers this 
upcoming Monday night. 

 
 Oct 24 thru 

Nov 07, 2014 
FY 2014/15 

YTD 
Number of the permits issued: 14 404 
Total Fee Collected: $3,774.67 $159,747.27 
Number of Inspections: 9 171 
New Housing: 0 1 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT  

• Staff continues work on City ITC Project 

• Staff continues to work with Ducks Unlimited on Chelsea Wetlands Restoration Project. 

• Installation of LED replacement lights completed, staff working with PG&E for 
reimbursement. 

• PG&E repaired numerous streetlights around town. 

• Street light knocked down by traffic accident Refugio Valley Rd. by Swim Center. 

• Staff repaired numerous streetlights around town. 

• Staff continues to work with State Water Resources Control Board on Waste Water 
Treatment Plant upgrades. 

• Staff continues to meet with West Contra Costa Integrated Waste Management Authority 
on Solid Waste issues. 



 

• Staff working with various developers on future developments. 

• Numerous street median noses painted with reflective paint by staff. 

• Staff working with contractors on raccoon and skunk damage to turf areas in Victoria by 
the Bay. 

• Staff awaiting quotes to replace stolen streetlight wiring on San Pablo Ave. 

•  Goats R Us have returned to town for 

seasonal grazing. Engineering Division  

PERMITS: 10/26 – 11/8 

Sewer Lateral Inspection Program 
• Number of application received: 
• Sewer Lateral Inspection Fees Collected: $250 
• Number of Certifications issued: 2 
• Number of Deficiency Notices issued: 1 
• Number of Condominium Waivers issued: 1 

Wide Load/Transportation Permits Issued: 3 

Encroachment Permits Issued: 6 

PARKS AND RECREATION 

The Parks & Recreation Department offers a wide variety of recreation classes and programs that 
cater to all ages and help to promote a healthy lifestyle. Classes and programs provide a great 
opportunity to have fun and exercise while interacting with others in a safe environment. A sampling 
of classes offered is provided below. For additional information, to access a full listing of classes and 
programs or to register, please visit the City website at www.ci.hercules.ca.us or register online at 
www.herculesrec.com today. 

Advertising Opportunities: Advertising with Hercules Parks & Recreation is a great way to get 
your business out there to all community members of Hercules and surrounding cities letting them 
know what you have to offer. We offer banners and signboard reservations in different locations that 
have the ability to assist with marketing. There are 4 different locations within the City where City-
authorized advertising banners may be placed to assist with the promotion of businesses, programs, 
and events. There are 7 different locations where signboards are placed throughout the City for 
advertisement purposes. Signboards are used as a great way to promote an event and/or program 
throughout the city. This is one of the most popular ways to get people’s attention. The sizes of the 
signboards are 23x31 inches and we print them in house. Call us today at (510) 799-8291 to take 
advantage of these opportunities. 

http://www.ci.hercules.ca.us/�
http://www.herculesrec.com/�


 

Parks & Recreation Summer 2015 Activity Guide – Are you interested in having your business or 
company advertised in our summer 2015 edition of the activity guide? Hercules Parks & Recreation 
prints and distributes 10,000 copies and is sent out to all residents in Hercules. Advertising with us is 
a great way to get your business out there to all community members of Hercules and letting them 
know what you have to offer. Call Andrea Mendez at (510) 799-8291 today! 

New Guide Feature Application! – The City of Hercules Parks & Recreation Department has now 
released their electronic version of the Winter/Spring 2015 Activity Guide. You may look online at 
www.ci.hercules.ca.us for the most up to date classes and new programs that will be offered in 2015. 

Facilities: The City of Hercules offers several conveniently located facilities to rent for your 
meeting, wedding reception, graduation, retirement or baptism. Halls range from a capacity of 10 to 
our largest which has a maximum capacity of 300. Visit the City website at www.ci.hercules.ca.us or 
call (510) 799-8291 for more information on facility locations, dates available and amenities offered 
at each location. 

New Recreation Classes: Hercules Parks & Recreation is always interested in bringing on new 
programs, classes and services for the community to enjoy. Please contact Andrea Mendez at (510) 
799-8290 or at amendez@ci.hercules.ca.us for additional information or to submit applications of 
interest. 

Sports Programs: Our programs help promote a healthy lifestyle, while providing an environment 
in which people of all ages can enjoy themselves. Whether it is recreation team sports you are 
seeking, or an individual leisure activity/hobby, the City of Hercules is proud to offer it. To access a 
full listing of classes or to register, please visit our website at www.herculesrec.com. 

Jr. Golf Lessons-5 Participants 
Tot Sports-47 Participants 
Basketball League-101 Participants 
Volleyball Program-19 Participants 

Recreation Classes: We have classes that are ongoing year round which include Yoga, Zumba, 
piano and guitar! To access a full listing of classes or to register, please visit the City website at 
www.ci.hercules.ca.us. 

Zumba-80 Participants 
Little Dragons-13 Participants 
Karate-23 Participants 
Tahitian Dance Class-10 
Participants Ballet/Tap-10 
Participants Yoga-5 Participants 
Math- 3 Participants 
Piano/Guitar Class-3 Participants 
Theater Program-18 Participants 
Gymnastics-25 Participants 

http://www.ci.hercules.ca.us/�
http://www.ci.hercules.ca.us/�
mailto:amendez@ci.hercules.ca.us�
http://www.herculesrec.com/�
http://www.ci.hercules.ca.us/�


 

Softball League-10 Teams/120 Participants 

Seniors/50+: Come to the Senior Center to enjoy the CC Café, or to participate in an Art Class, Card 
Club, Ping Pong, Tai Chi, Zumba Gold, Low Impact Exercise Classes, Dance Club, or Hula Dance. 
Your annual membership of $20.00 gives you access to over 30 classes and programs at a discounted 
rate. 

Programs and Attendance: 
Advance Tai Chi: 26 
Art: 6 
Ballroom Dance: 2 
Beads & Things: 4 
Bingo: 23 
Cards: 18 
CC Café: 290 
Computers: 24 
Goodie Store: 24 
Hercules Citizens Club: 75 
HICAP: 5 
Holiday Boutique: 100 
Hula: 0/0 
Low Impact Exercise: 24 
Tai Chi: 39 
Yuen Ji Dance: 23 
Zumba: 117 

Grand Total Served for 2 weeks = 800 

Aquatics: The Hercules Swim Center is a beautiful place that provides valuable resources to the 
community of Hercules, by providing a place for families, adults, teens and children to recreate! 
The Swim Center’s programs specialize in fostering human development, strengthening safety 
and security, promoting health and wellness, and providing recreational experiences. 

Aquatics: The Hercules Swim Center is a beautiful place that provides valuable resources to the 
community of Hercules, by providing a place for families, adults, teens and children to recreate! 
The Swim Center’s programs specialize in fostering human development, strengthening safety 
and security, promoting health and wellness, and providing recreational experiences. 

Lap Swim: 
Monday – Friday: 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Ages: 14+ 
Fees: Resident: Youth & Senior $4/ Adult $5 
Non-Resident: Youth & Senior $5/ Adult $6 

EBSD Year Round Membership: The City of Hercules East Bay Silver Dolphins is a USA 
swimming team that practices & competes year-round! The team & coaches are dedicated to 



 

fostering a positive and challenging environment for athlete growth in the East Bay! Swimmers 
will have fun while improving their skills, sportsmanship, and self-esteem. EBSD believes that 
while swimming is fun and great exercise, it also teaches important life skills such as self-
motivation, the importance of hard work and dedication, setting and obtaining personal goals, and 
time management. Each swimmer is an important part of the team. They learn to have fun 
together and provide encouragement and motivation for their teammates: 63 enrolled 

Dates: 10/1/13 – 9/31/14 
USA Registration Fee: Year Round Swimmer $80.00 (made payable to EBSD) 
Code: 52200-A-L 
Spinners: Monday – Thursday: 6:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Fee: $66.00 
Intermediate: Monday – Friday: 5:00 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. 
Fee: $83.00 
Advanced: Monday – Friday: 5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. / 7:00 p.m. 
Fee: $94.00 

EBSD Fall Membership: 11 enrolled 
Date: 9/29/14-12/19/14 
USA Registration Fee: Year Round Swimmer $80 (made payable to EBSD) 
Code: 52200-M 
Spinners: Monday – Thursday: 6:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Intermediate: Monday – Friday: 5:00 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. 
Advanced: Monday – Friday: 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. / 7:00 p.m. 

Teens: Our goal is to provide programming that will foster human development, promote health 
and wellness, and increase cultural unity with life experiences. As our youth grow into teens, we 
want to give them a sense of ownership and belonging to the community. We accomplish this 
through the many enjoyable programs and activities available at the Teen Center, “T.H.E. 
S.P.O.T.” (Teens of Hercules Empowering through Spirit, Perseverance, Outreach, & Teamwork) 
located at 2007 Refugio Valley Road. Registration is now being accepted for the Fall S.P.O.T. 
Before and After school program. 

• T.H.E. S.P.O.T. program is doing really well. We picked up 2 more teens this past week on 
a 5 day schedule. Our total now exceeds over 30 teens for the program. Our environmental 
club is starting to plant some herbs and vegetables with the help of Nita Sexton from the 
Ohlone Community Garden. She has been assisting our teens with information and 
techniques needed to grow a successful garden. Nita has also been providing support for 
our staff on how to get donations and ideas of how to fundraise to raise money for the teen 
garden. 

• We are also preparing for our next in-service day which is scheduled for November 26, 2014. 

• The teens will be off for the Thanksgiving Holiday beginning November 27 & 28, 2014. 

Tiny Tots & Little Learners: A great introduction to your child’s “First Learning Experience". 



 

They will have fun making their first school friends, learning through play, games, and arts and 
crafts. Our loving and qualified staff will guide them in socialization and self-help skills. Children 
have so much fun; they do not realize they are learning! Our program runs with the school year, 
September – June. Come see what keeps our children smiling! Children must be completely toilet 
trained. 

• Tiny Tot program has a 5 day Jr. Kindergarten program 
• Monday, Wednesday, Friday: Pre-K Program 
• Tuesday/Thursday: Little Leaner Program 
• Tiny Tots program had their annual Halloween parade on October 30th and 31st the children 

dressed up in their favorite costumes. Each class had a small program for their parents and 
then had pot-luck lunch. 

Licensed Before & After School Child Care: The new school year is upon us and there are 
limited spots available, if you are interested in the program feel free to give us a call at (510) 245-
4803 today. 

What are the benefits of our licensed programs? 
• They provide a safe and nurturing environment 
• They provide a qualified and mature staff 
• All lead staff members have training in school age programming through accredited 

colleges 
• They provide a 1 staff to 14 children ratio, not to exceed 28 children per classroom 
• All staff have passed a Livescan/Background check 

In-Service Days 
Parents can sign up now for one of the three In-Service days November, 26th. Site location will be 
at the Lupine Child Care. Pick up a registration form at one of the Child Care sites or at the 
Community/Swim Center. 

• We had one full class of 28 children at the November 10, 2014 In-Service Day 

Winter Camp 
Winter Camp will be at the Lupine Child Care site from 12/29/14 – 12/31/14 (3days). Families can 
sign up until December 4, 2014 at one of the child care sites or Community/Swim Center. 

UPCOMING EVENTS*  
*Events are subject to change. Please visit the City Calendar available on the City’s website for 
the most up-to-date information. 

Pancake Breakfast with Santa at the Hercules Senior Center:  
Saturday, Dec. 6, 2014 
Breakfast 8:30a - 11:30a, children games until 1:00p 
Cooking by Chef: Chief Goswick & Paul Cardaropoli 
Christmas Music by: Alex & Tradewinds 
Tickets: Adults $10 Seniors (55+) $7 Children (under 12) $5 
Includes - Family photos with Mr. & Mrs. Claus and Girl Scouts - Arts & Craft and Face paint 



 

For tickets please call: 510.799.8219 

Community and Library Services Commission Meeting: Rescheduled to Wednesday, 
November 19, 2014, 6:30 p.m. Hercules City Hall, Council Chambers. 

Hot Roasted Garlic Crab Feed:  
Doors open at 5:00 p.m. for auction review and bidding. Auction will close at 6:30p.m. Dinner 
will begin being served at 6:30p.m. and includes bread, salad, pasta, and hot roasted garlic crab. 
Drinks will be available for purchase at the bar. Tickets will not be sold at the door so please 
purchase in advance. Join us for an evening of great company, good music, and delicious food! 
Date: 01/24/15 
Time: 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Location: Hercules Community Center, 2001 Refugio Valley Road 
Fees: 3-5 years $25.00, Adults $45, Party of 6 $240.00 (additional tickets $40.00) 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Patrol Highlights: 

Solo Traffic Collision: On October 31, 2014 at 12:37pm an officer was dispatched to the 2000 
block of Refugio Valley Road (RVR) for a report of a solo, non-injury traffic collision. The adult 
male driver was driving westbound on RVR when a group of turkeys entered the roadway. The 
driver slammed his breaks in an attempt to avoid hitting the turkeys. The driver lost control of his 
vehicle (PT Cruiser), which began to slide sideways. The vehicle jumped the center median and 
hit light pole, shearing it off its base. 

Solo Traffic Collision: On October 31, 2014 at 2:08pm a HPD officer was involved in a solo non 
injury collision. The officer was turning right onto John Muir Parkway from San Pablo Ave when 
the vehicle’s rear wheels lost traction and the car began to fishtail. Before the officer could regain 
control of the vehicle, it struck a Caltrans’ sign and came to rest in the open field adjacent to E/B 
John Muir Parkway. The vehicle was driven back to HPD. 

Solo Traffic Collision: On October 31, 2014 at about 2:42pm a solo injury collision occurred on 
Willow Ave east of Sycamore Ave. The adult female driver was taking the Hercules off from the 
east 80 loop when she lost control of her 2002 gray Mazda. The vehicle rolled and came to rest on 
its roof in the grassy area on the north side of Willow Ave. The driver was conscious and 
breathing was transported to John Muir Medical Center for a head injury. 

Strong armed robbery: On October 31, 2014 at approximately 9:32PM HPD units were 
dispatched to Victoria Park for the report of a strong armed robbery, which had just occurred. 
Two 15 year old males stated they were restrained, and punched, by a group of approximately 6- 
8 males. The loss was two cell phones and cash. The suspects were described as young African 
American males. One was wearing a red hooded sweatshirt and blue jeans; and another was 
described as wearing white and black camouflage pants. Units circulated the area but were unable 
to locate the suspects. 



 

Lost or Stolen Plate(s) Report:  On November 1, 2014 at 8:57am, an officer was dispatched, to 
100 block of Decatur Ct, for a report of a lost or stolen license plate. The reporting party said, 
between 7:30pm last night and time of call today, the rear license plate of her vehicle was lost or 
stolen. 

Outside Assist: On November 1, 2014 at approximately 8:10PM an HPD Officer saw a gold 
1998 Toyota Camry, which was wanted in connection with an attempted murder in Vallejo, CA. 
The vehicle was attempting to leave the Victoria Green Apartments and was occupied by a single 
female. The 27 year old female driver was stopped and detained. Vallejo PD was contacted and 
they advised that there was probable cause to arrest the female. Vallejo PD responded and took 
custody of the female, and the vehicle. 

Miscellaneous Report: On November 1, 2014 at 1:00pm an officer was dispatched to HPD for a 
lobby detail. The reporting party said he bought an Apple laptop listed on Craig’s list. He met 
with the seller at 3700 San Pablo Ave (Starbucks) and paid $500 for the computer. The reporting 
party later learned that the laptop could only be accessed by its original owner, Da La Salle High 
School. While the reporting party was at HPD, the suspect texted him regarding additional 
payment for the laptop and to sell him more merchandise. The victim made arrangements to meet 
the suspect at Starbucks. Officers were delayed in responding to Starbucks, due to a priority call. 
When they arrived the suspect could not be located. The laptop is not in Automated Property 
System, and was not verified as stolen. The investigation is continuing. 

Follow-up on Attempted Residential Burglary: On November 3, 2014 at 7:55 a.m. Hercules 
Officers went to the 100 block Valley Run to arrest one of the two outstanding suspects from 
the attempted residential burglary. The incident occurred in the 600 block of Devonwood, on 
October 20, 2014, 10/30/14. Officers contacted, and arrested an 18 year old male. The subject 
charged with Attempt Residential Burglary, and Conspiracy to Commit Burglary. He was 
transported to the Martinez Detention Facility. At 10:23 a.m. Hercules Officers were advised the 
remaining suspect was in the lobby. Officers contacted and arrested an 18 year old male, of 
Antioch. The subject was charged with Attempt Residential Burglary, and Conspiracy to 
Commit Burglary. The subject was transported to the Martinez Detention Facility. 

Miscellaneous Investigation: On November 3, 2014 at 8:33 a.m. an officer was dispatched for a 
report of a suspicious circumstance. The reporting party said he was checking his 8 year old 
daughter’s bag of Halloween candy and found a small Ziploc plastic baggie of suspected 
narcotics. The reporting party said he took his daughter trick or treating, in the Promenade area, 
this past Friday, 10/31/14 (Halloween). The officer took possession of the small Ziploc plastic 
baggie; and the substance tested, presumptive, positive for Methamphetamine. The substance 
weighed approximately .1 grams without packaging. The Methamphetamine was placed into 
Evidence. A formal Press Release was generated regarding this case. 

Stolen Vehicle: On November 3, 2014 at 10:57 PM, officers responded to the 1300 block of 
Chelsea for a report of a gold and black 2008 Suzuki motorcycle, which had just been stolen. The 
victim stated he heard the sound of a motorcycle starting up five minutes prior to the time he 
called the police. When he walked out to his motorcycle, it was gone. In its place was a blue 
2009 Harley Davidson Sportster. The Harley’s had been reported stolen to Albany PD on 



 

October 29, 2014. 

Stolen Vehicle Recovery: On November 3, 2014 at 11:36 PM, an officer recovered the stolen 
blue 2009 Harley Davidson Sportster (left in the above incident). The Harley’s license plate was 
missing and ignition had been bypassed with a toggle switch. 

Possession of Ammunition by Convicted Felon/Possession of a Controlled  
Substance/Possession of Drug Paraphernalia: On November 4, 2014 at 5:08 p.m. an officer 
was doing a security check of Franklin Canyon Golf Course. The officer observed an adult 
male seated in a Blue ’98 Chevy Silverado. The officer ran the license plate, of the Silverado, 
and determined the vehicle’s registration expired February 2014. The officer also ran the name 
of the registered owner of the truck, for wants/warrants, and saw he has an outstanding 
Misdemeanor Warrant. The officer contacted the 45 year old male, who had been sitting in the 
driver’s seat. This male was not the registered owner of the vehicle, but stated he had bought 
the vehicle and was making payments. The male stated he was not there to play golf, but was 
waiting for his girlfriend to get dropped. The officer advised the vehicle was going to be towed 
for no current registration. The male’s 49 year old girlfriend arrived and stood next to the 
vehicle. During the inventory search, prior to towing the vehicle, the officer found 4 live 
(unspent) 12 gauge Shotgun shells inside the right rear door pocket. The officer also found a 
Mastercard, in another name, lying in the middle of the front seat. The male said he found the 
Mastercard today, while walking at Grizzly Peak in Berkeley. Officers were unable to confirm 
if the Mastercard was stolen. There were also a lot of silver coins, found inside the truck. The 
coins were booked into Evidence, for safe keeping. The female admitted to having a pipe, 
inside her purse, used to smoke a controlled substance. She also stated she had a baggie, 
containing a controlled substance, inside her left boot. The male was determined to be a 
convicted felon (three prior felony convictions) and was arrested for Possession of 
Ammunition by a Convicted Felon. The female was arrested for Possession of a Controlled 
Substance and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia. 

Miscellaneous Investigation: On November 6, 2014 at 10:39am, officers responded to the 100 
block of Pearce to investigate a possible marijuana grow house. Officers observed the garage door 
to the residence was open, and there were approximately 20 black plastic planting pots stacked up 
on the north side of the garage. The electrical fuse box was open, and appeared as though it had 
been bypassed. Officers checked the interior of the house, for any inhabitants. No one was located 
inside the house. Officers observed “grow lights”; numerous empty plastic pots; and several 
rooms had the windows with a reflective material inside the house. There were ventilation pipes, 
fertilizer, and various gardening chemicals throughout the house. It appeared the residence had 
been used to cultivate marijuana. However, there was no marijuana present at the home. The 
owner said he leased the home to someone, who subleased it to someone else. Neither the owner, 
nor PG&E were interested in filing charges (vandalism or theft) at this time. A report was taken 
for documentation purposes. 

Felony Vandalism (Graffiti): On November 11, at 1:42 p.m., officers responded to the area 
under the overcrossing between San Pablo & Hercules Ave. for four subjects spray painting 
graffiti. Two of the subjects ran toward the Devonwood complex. An officer observed an 18 year 
old male, from San Pablo, walking on the tracks near the area being vandalized. The male was 



 

arrested, shortly afterwards, walking on the overcrossing. A Pinole PD officer, checking South 
Wildwood, said a citizen had seen a white vehicle, with green trim, just leave the area. The 
Citizen thought the vehicle was possibly involved in the incident. An officer saw the described 
vehicle stopped on Dunham. The, 21 year old unlicensed driver, from San Pablo, and his two 
passengers, were arrested after paint was observed on their hands. The passengers were an 18 
year old male, from San Pablo; and a 21 year old male, from Vallejo. Spray paint cans were 
found in the trunk of the car. All four subjects were transported to the Martinez Detention 
Facility. “ 

Recovered Stolen Vehicle: On November 12, 2014 at 8:57am an Officer located a reported 
stolen white 2004 Cadillac CTS, on eastbound Highway 4 at the Sycamore off Ramp. The 
Cadillac was reported stolen to Concord PD earlier this morning. 

Stolen Vehicle: On November 12, 2014, at 5:48pm an officer was dispatched to 600 block of 
Alfred Nobel for a report of a stolen vehicle. The vehicle was stolen between 1:00pm and time of 
call. The reporting party said he parked his locked 1992 Nissan Truck in the parking lot of the 
business. 

Stolen Vehicle: On November 12, 2014, at 6:19pm an officer was dispatched to the 1200 block of 
Willow Ave for a report of a stolen vehicle. The reporting party said he last saw his 1997 orange 
Chevy Cameo on November 2, 2014 when he parked it on the street in front of the Willow Glen 
Apartments. 

Stolen Vehicle: On November 12, 2014 at 7:36 p.m. an officer was dispatched, to the 100 block 
of Cardinal Way, to take a stolen vehicle report. The registered owner said he parked his red ’91 
Honda Prelude, on Trellis/Victoria Crescent West, today at about 7 a.m. When the reporting party 
returned his car missing. 

Crime Prevention Tips for Auto Thefts 
The MOST important thing YOU can do is CALL THE POLICE to report a CRIME or 
any SUSPICIOUS activity. You have to be the eyes of your neighborhood. And remember 
you can always remain anonymous. 
In the United States, a vehicle is stolen every 21 seconds. 
Stolen cars, vans, trucks, and motorcycles cost victims time and money — and could affect 
your insurance premiums. They're also used to commit other crimes. 
Don't be a victim of this serious crime. 
For additional crime prevention tips or to arrange for an officer to conduct a 
Neighborhood Watch or group meeting, contact the Hercules Police Department at 510- 
799-8260 
The Basic Prevention Policy: 

• Never leave your car running or the keys in the ignition when you're away from it, 
even for "just a minute." 

• Always roll up the windows and lock the car, even if it's in front of your home. 



 • Never leave valuables in plain view, even if your car is locked. Put them in the trunk 
or at least out of sight. 

• Remove portable electronic devices such as smart phones and GPS navigation 
systems, including suction cup or bean bag type mounts. (Even the visible appearance 
of a suction cup ring on the glass windshield can be an enticement to a thief to break 
in and look for the GPS system.) 

• Park in busy, well-lighted area. 
• Carry the registration and insurance card with you. Don't leave personal identification 

documents or credit cards in your vehicle. 
• When you pay to park in a lot or garage, leave just the ignition or valet key with the 

attendant. Make sure no personal information is attached. Do the same when you take 
your car for repairs. 

Add Extra Protection: 
• Install a mechanical locking device — commonly called clubs, collars, or j-bars — 

that lock to the steering wheel, column, or brake to prevent the wheel from being 
turned more than a few degrees. Use it! 

• Investigate security systems if you live in a high-theft area or drive an automobile 
that's an attractive target for thieves. You may get a discount on your auto insurance. 
What about Carjacking: 
• Carjacking - stealing a car by force - has captured headlines in the last few years. 

Statistically, your chances of being a carjacking victim are very slim, and preventive 
actions can reduce the risk even more. 

• Etch the vehicle identification number (VIN) on the windows, doors, fenders, and 
trunk lid. This helps discourage professional thieves who have to either remove or 
replace etched parts before selling the car. Copy the VIN and your tag number on a 
card and keep it in a safe place. If your vehicle is stolen, the police need this 
information. 

• Approach you car with the key in hand before getting in. Look around and inside 
before getting in. 

• When driving, keep your car doors locked and windows rolled up at all times. 
• Be especially alert at intersections, gas stations, ATM's, shopping malls, convenience 

and grocery stores — all are windows of opportunity for carjackers. 
• Park in well-lighted areas with good visibility, close to walkways, stored, and people. 
•  I f  t h e  c a r j a c k e r  h a s  a  w e a p o n ,  g i v e  u p  t h e  c a r  w i t h  n o  

q u e s t i o n s  a s k e d  y o u r  l i f e  i s  w o r t h  m o r e  t h a n  a  c a r .  C a r  
B u r g l a r i e s  

Tips on how to avoid car break-ins: 
• Do not leave valuables in plain view: 

(GPS devices, lap tops, PDA’s, cell phones, MP3’s, wallets, purses) 
• Do not leave windows or sunroof open. 
• Do not leave doors unlocked. 
• Do not leave keys in the vehicle. 
• Do not leave the garage door opener in plain view. 
• Do not leave out items with personal information. 



 

 

• Do not move valuable items to the trunk while in public view. 
• Slow Down and use common sense before you leave your car. 

Tips for driving inclement weather 

Rain, sleet, snow, high winds and perhaps fog will visit California roadways over the winter 
months. Here are some reminders. 

• Many crashes are caused by driving too fast for current conditions. The first and foremost 
tip: SLOW DOWN. It’s a simple matter of physics that your vehicle can’t stop as fast, or 
turn as accurately on wet or icy pavement. 

• Prepare in advance by leaving early, allowing yourself plenty of time to get where you’re 
going. Stay aware of weather and road condition reports through your local media. 

• If you’re heading to mountain-country bring chains and warm, waterproof clothing. 
Make sure your gas tank is full. 

• Check to see that your windshield wipers are in good condition. And don’t forget the law 
that requires you to have your headlights on anytime you have your windshield wipers on 
continuously. 

• One of the other weather-related problems we have throughout California this time of 
year is FOG. 

• If you encounter fog, again, make sure you SLOW DOWN. Drive with your lights on 
low beam. Don’t stop on a highway, unless it’s an emergency. And keep a close watch 
on your speed. 

• Remember to always wear your seat belt, don’t drink and drive and reduce your speed 
when on slick pavement 

HERCULES POLICE BI-WEEKLY STATS 
(10-30-14 TO 11-12-14) 

 
CALLS FOR SERVICE 721 

REPORTS 88 
TRAFFIC CITES 28 
PARKING CITES 35 

ADULT ARRESTS 36 
JUVENILE ARRESTS 0 

ARSONS 0 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE REPORTS 2 

HATE CRIMES 0 
TOWED VEHICLES 22 

PART 1 TOTAL 14 
 

PART 1 CRIMES BROKEN DOWN ---- 
HOMICIDE 0 



 

 
RAPE 0 

ROBBERY 2 
ASSAULT 2 

BURGLARY 4 
LARCENY 3 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 3 

HERCULES LIBRARY 

Every Saturday, 3:30pm Hercules Library, Wild About Writing Class! 
Back for the new school year with Hanna Ranch Elementary 3rd grade teacher Sarah Creeley! 
The first half hour of this children's writing workshop will be listening to a children's book to 
familiarize the children with different genres of literature. Then from 4-5:00 pm the children will 
work on their own writing. 
This club is designed to help children aged 5+ get excited about writing. Children will share their 
work with other children (unless they prefer not to!) so bring your listening ears. There is NO 
REGISTRATION for this workshop so drop in with your pencils and paper. All elementary 
school and middle school age kids are welcome. 109 Civic Drive (510)245-2420. 

Tuesday, November 18, 4:00pm, Hercules Library, CHESS CLUB 
This is a monthly meet-up for chess players at all levels! Meet new partners and challenge 
yourself. A great opportunity for kids to practice and play with other families! For all ages! 
For more information, check our website or call the Hercules Library, 109 Civic Dr. 
(510)245-2420. 

Monday, November 24th, 7:00pm, Hercules Library, GREAT BOOKS DISCUSSION 
GROUP 
We will discuss the satirical science fiction story by Kurt Vonnegut "Harrison Bergeron." 
For adults (18years and up). For more information, check our website or call the Hercules 
Library, 109 Civic Dr. (510)245-2420. 

UPCOMING EVENTS* 

*Events are subject to change. Please visit the City Calendar available on the City’s website for 
the most up-to-date information. 

Wild about Writing Class – Every Saturday, 3:30 p.m. at Hercules Library 

Planning Commission Meeting – Monday, November 17, 2014, 7:00 p.m. at City Hall - 
Council Chambers 

Community Produce Program – Tuesday, November 18, 2014, 11:00 a.m. at Hercules Senior 
Center 

Chess Club – Tuesday, November 18, 2014, 4:00 p.m. at Hercules Library 



 

Public Safety/Traffic Subcommittee Meeting – Tuesday, November 18, 2014, 6:30 p.m. at 
Hercules City Hall 

Community and Library Services Commission Meeting – Monday, November 19, 2014, 6:30 
p.m. at City Hall – Council Chambers 

Pinole/Hercules/East Bay Regional Park District JPA – Monday, November 24 2014, 2:00 
p.m. at Pinole City Hall 

Great Books Discussion Group – Monday, November 24, 2014, 7:00 p.m. at Hercules Library 

City Council Meeting – Tuesday, November 25, 2014, 7:00 p.m. at City Hall – Council 
Chambers 

City Offices (except Senior Center) CLOSED – In observance of Thanksgiving Holiday – 
Wednesday, November 26 – Friday 28, 2014 


