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Response to Comment #20, Weinberg, Roger & Rosenfeld 
 
20-1. The comment does not address the content or adequacy of the Draft EIR.  The City 

has provided the requested information. 
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Response to Comment #21, Adams, Broadwell, Joseph & Cardozo 
 
21-1. The comment does not address the content or adequacy of the Draft EIR.  The City 

has provided the requested information. 
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Response to Comment #22, SMS Delaware 
 
22-1. The project sponsor anticipates that the Market Town project would be completed by 

2012 and the remainder of the HNTC planning area built out by 2019. 
 
22-2. The comment does not address the content or adequacy of the Draft EIR.   
 
22-3. Section 4.12 (Public Services, Utilities and Service Systems) addresses wastewater 

service needs.  According to Erwin R. Blancaflor, Director of Public Works for the City 
of Hercules, sewer flow and capacity has been allocated to serve the planning area.  In 
addition, the cities of Pinole and Hercules are in the process of upgrading and 
planning future capacity.  Thus, the project will be able to adequately service 
wastewater disposal needs. 

 
22-4. As stated previously in Response 3-1, EBMUD has sufficient water supply and 

existing entitlements to provide water during normal or wet years.   
 
22-5. The comment does not address the content or adequacy of the Draft EIR.   
 
22-6. The comment does not address the content or adequacy of the Draft EIR.   
 
22-7. Comment noted. 
 
22-8. The comment does not address the content or adequacy of the Draft EIR.   
 
22-9. The comment does not address the content or adequacy of the Draft EIR.  However, a 

pedestrian and bicycle pathway is proposed as part of the BART Replacement Parking 
Lot project along the south side of Willow Avenue from the Sycamore Avenue 
intersection to the C-1 parcel.  No walking bridge is proposed to cross the railroad 
tracks from the library and Civic Center to the BART Replacement Parking Lot. 

 
22-10. The BART Extension is not analyzed as a part of this project and, therefore, this 

comment does not address the content or adequacy of the Draft EIR. The BART 
Replacement Parking Lot is scheduled to be completed in March 2009.   



 
Hercules New Town Center  
Environmental Impact Report 

 

Response to Comments 10-86 Final  January 2009 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 Hercules New Town Center  
  Environmental Impact Report 

 
 

 

Final  January 2009 10-87 Response to Comments 

 

 



 
Hercules New Town Center  
Environmental Impact Report 

 

Response to Comments 10-88 Final  January 2009 

 

Response to Comment #23, Adams, Broadwell, Joseph & Cardozo 
 
23-1. The comment does not address the content or adequacy of the Draft EIR.  The City 

has provided the requested information. 
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Response to Comment #24, Mike Bowermaster 
 
24-1. The proposed amendments to the General Plan and Zoning Ordinance would create 

an NTC land use designation and zoning district and establish allowable uses and 
development intensities for the HNTC planning area. A central component of the 
NTC land use designation is its relationship to existing transit service. Furthermore, 
the uses and design of the area would promote transit use, reduce the need for vehicle 
trips and encourage the use of non-motorized transportation, including the 
development of an interconnected network of pedestrian-oriented streets, blocks and 
publicly accessible open spaces. Future developments within the HNTC planning area 
would be required to be consistent with the proposed NTC land use designation and 
zoning. As such, potential projects would be developed with the specific purposes of 
developing a pedestrian friendly NTC District, which includes accommodation for 
pedestrian access. As there are no specific projects planned for the HNTC planning 
area (except for the Market Town project) there are no current plans for pedestrian 
access. However, projects in the HNTC planning area will be reviewed by the City for 
consistency with the NTC design standards, which includes the development of a 
pedestrian friendly environment.  

 
24-2. A central component of the NTC land use designation is its relationship to existing 

transit service (e.g. the BART Park and Ride Lot). Furthermore, the uses and design 
of the area would promote transit use, reduce the need for vehicle trips and encourage 
the use of non-motorized transportation, including the development of an 
interconnected network of pedestrian-oriented streets, blocks and publicly accessible 
open spaces. Although specific pedestrian paths have yet to be identified, they will be 
integrated into the NTC District as it is developed.  

 
The City is planning to improve the existing sidewalks and pedestrian/bicycle paths to 
accommodate the anticipated increase in pedestrian traffic, particularly on major 
streets like Sycamore Avenue and San Pablo Avenue. The City has allocated funding 
for a new pedestrian path (e.g., sidewalks and crosswalks) from the Waterfront 
District to the NTC District. Possible improvements include: a new sidewalk on the 
west side of San Pablo Avenue between Sycamore Avenue and John Muir Parkway, 
and the extension of sidewalks on John Muir Parkway to the new train station. These 
improvements would enhance pedestrian mobility in the area and connect the NTC 
District to other areas of the City, including the Hilltown project.  
 

24-3. Comment noted. 
 
  




