Chigyof Hercules New Town Center
RCULES — Environmental Impact Report

Comment #14

HERCULES NEW TOWN CENTER PROJECT
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
COMMENTS

ENGINEERING/PUBLIC WORKS COMMENTS

1. Page 3-1: Project summary should incorporate the elimination of Carone (APN

406-160-002) & WC Drilling (APN 406-160-006) parcels as a result of
realigning Willow Avenue.

2. Page 3-1: Add Willow Avenue (4-lane configurations) to the project |
description.

3. Figure 3-2: Update map and all figures to reflect the elimination of the two 143
parcels mentioned above.

4. Page 3-5: C-1 parcel is currently under construction for the new BART lot.

Figure 4.5-1 does not show C-1 containing any wetland area.

5. Page 3-6: Loop parcel contains wetland.

6. Page 3-17: Eliminate one of the driveways along San Pablo Avenue. The only
access along San Pablo Avenue should be the existing signalized intersection.

7. Page 4.3-2; Update description of C-1 parcel to reflect current construction of
BART lot.

8. Page-4.12-13; last paragraph, delete reference to City Stormwater Management
plan. This section talks about sanitary sewer allocation not stormwater issues.

9. Page 4.14-12: third paragraph, delete Carone and WC Drilling parcels.

10.  Page 4.14-12: delete Table 4-14-8.

11.  Figure 4.14-7b; Under Mitigation Measures, mitigation TR3 does not coincide | T4
with table 4.14-15 on as shown in page 4.14-37.
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Response to Comment #14, City of Hercules Public Works

14-1.

14-2.

14-3.

14-4.

14-5.

14-6.

14-7.

14-8.

14-9.

14-10.

14-11.

The proposed project would not result in the elimination of either the Carone parcel
or the WC Drilling parcel. The Ramp Relocation Project may result in the
realignment of Willow Avenue, which in return could affect the configuration and/or
size of the Carone and WC Drilling parcels, but would not eliminate them from
eventually being developed.

The alignment and configuration of Willow Avenue is not a component of the
proposed project and, therefore, is not included in the Draft EIR’s project description.

Refer to Response 14-1.

At the time the Draft EIR was being prepared, construction of the BART Park and
Ride lot had not yet begun. As such, current construction activities at the C-1 parcel
are not part of the HNTC planning area’s “existing setting” and, therefore, is not
described in the Draft EIR’s project description. Figure 4.5-1 (Biological
Communities) shows a wetland on the C-1 parcel. The wetland is located just east of
the drainage ditch (depicted in blue), near the parcels southern border.

Section 3.4.1 (Site Characteristics) of the Draft EIR is meant to provide a brief
description of the parcels that are included in the HNTC planning area. The Loop
parcel contains a freshwater wetland. Further details regarding the size and location
of the wetlands and steams located in the HNTC planning area can be found in

Section 4.5 (Biological Resources) of the Draft EIR.

The Market Town project proposes three access points, two of which would be located
on San Pablo Avenue. The Draft EIR is based on the IPDP and FDPD as currently
proposed.

At the time the Draft EIR was being prepared, construction of the BART Park and
Ride lot had not yet begun. As such, the current construction activities at the C-1
parcel are not part of the HNTC planning area’s “existing setting” and, therefore, is
not described in the Draft EIR’s project description.

Refer to page 4.12-13 in Chapter 11 for the applicable revision.

Reference to the Carone and WC Drilling parcels cannot be eliminated as the
development potential associated with them was assumed in the traffic forecasts.

Refer to Response 14-9.

Refer to Figure 4.14-7b in Chapter 11 for the applicable revision. The inset diagram
in Figure 4.14-7b illustrating Mitigation Measure TR3 is mislabeled. The intersection
number should be “4” not “6” and the label on the SR 4 Ramp should be “EB” not
“WB' ”»
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GREENBELT ALLIANCE
Open Spaces & Vibrant Places

Wednesday, November 12, 2008

Steve Lawton

Community Development Director Comment #15
City of Hercules

111 Civic Drive

Hercules, California 94547

RE: Hercules New Town Center - SUPPORT
Dear Steve:

For 50 years, Greenbelt Alliance has worked to promote livable cities and protect open space around the
nine-county Bay Area. Our Compact Development Team (CDT) endorses projects that meet the diverse
needs of communities around the region, providing new homes and jobs near transit, including homes we can
all afford. The CDT evaluated the Hercules New Town Center project proposed by the Red Barn Company
using an established set of guidelines. We write in support of this development because we feel it will be a
gain for Hercules. Its chief benefits include its compact, walkable design, its mix of uses, and its adjacency to
transit. Greenbelt Alliance encourages the Planning Commission and the City Council to support this model
development as an example for others to follow.

The New Town Center project represents one of the districts identified in the Central District Plan, created in
the 1990s through an inclusive community charrette process. It includes a total of 1,650 homes in three
phases: Market House, Cinema Town, and Transit Town. The project will be able to bring exciting new
amenities to Hercules, including a 16-screen cinema and grocery store, due in patt to its successful design
elements. Particularly, the compactness of the development proposed for these 35 acres is the key to the
project’s success. The compact design creates the level of demand that makes the grocery possible and the
transit viable, and also frees up valuable space for plazas, pedestrian pathways, and other active public areas.

Climate change and record high gas prices have taught us that we need a new way to grow in the Bay Area.
We must design new communities with homes, jobs, and shops nestled together, so residents are able to get
to work, to the store, or to a friend’s house without having to drive. New Town Center includes a diverse mix
of uses in one project, including entertainment, office space, housing, neighborhood-serving retail, and open
space. The parking will be provided in garages that are wrapped by building facades within the development,
in an effort to preserve the pedestrian environment. Since a healthy mix of uses includes mixed-income
housing, Greenbelt Alliance is also pleased that Red Barn Company will be offering 15% of the homes at
below-market rates.

What truly makes this project green is the fact that its adjacency to transit means that residents will have a real
alternative to driving. The City’s Mobility Plan will specify the ways in which residents and visitors of this
community will get around, but what we do know is that relocating bus service to the Cinema Town phase of
New Town Center will allow the current bus facility to double in size. The project will be served by the City
of Hercules’ new shuttle service, providing connections to BART, jobs, and future ferry service. We support
City efforts to ensure the bike and pedestrian path between Market Town and Cinema Town is safe and well-
designed, as the highway represents a significant site planning barrier to be overcome. Additionally, in the
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EAST BAY OFFICE « 1601 North Main Street, Suite 105, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 « (925) 932-7776 < Fax (925) 9321970
SONOMA-MARIN OFFICE e 555 5th Street, Suite 3008, Santa Rosa, CA 95401 o (707) 575-3661 = Fax (707) 5754275
SOLANO-NAPA OFFICE * 725 Texas Street, Fairfield, CA 94533 < (707) 427-2308 « Fax (707) 427-2315
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event that wBART becomes a reality in the future, this project will be prepared to accommodate this
additional expansion of transit services.

In conclusion, Greenbelt Alliance applauds the City of Hercules for its ambitious plan to create a vibrant core
for the community. We are also pleased that Red Barn Company will seek LEED certification from the U.S.
Green Building Council for its green building features. Greenbelt Alliance urges the City Council and
Planning Commission’s support for the Hercules New Town Center project.

Regards,

/s/

Marla Wilson
Sustainable Development Associate

Page 2 0f 2
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Response to Comment #15, Greenbelt Alliance

15-1. Comment noted.
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October 27, 2008

Mr. Steve Lawton

City of Hercules

111 Civic Drive

Hercules, California, 94547
510-799-8233
slawton(@ci.hercules.ca.us

RE: CEQA Notice Request for Hercules New Town Center
Dear Mr. Lawton:

I am writing on behalf of the Carpenters Union Local 132 to request that the City of
Hercules (“City”) put us on your notice list for any and all notices issued under the California
Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), referring or related to the Hercules New Town Center
(“Project™), (SCH # 2007062002). In particular, we hereby request that the City mail my firm at
the address below notice of any and all actions or hearings related to activities undertaken,
authorized, approved, permitted, licensed, or certified by the City, and/or supported, in whole or
in part, through contracts, grants, subsidies, loans or other forms of assistance from the City,
including, but not limited to the following:

. Notice of any public hearing in connection with the Project as required by California
Planning and Zoning Law pursuant to Government Code Section 65091.

. Any and all notices prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act
(“CEQA”™), including:

o Notices of any public hearing held pursuant to CEQA.

0 Notices of determination that an Environmental Impact Report (“EIR”) is required
for a project, prepared pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.4.

0 Notices of any scoping meeting held pursuant to Public Resources Code Section
21083.9.

0 Notices of preparation of an EIR or a negative declaration for a project prepared

pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.

LOS ANGELES OFFICE SACRAMENTO OFFICE HONOLULU OFFICE
3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 620 428 J Street, Suite 520 1089 Alakea Street, Suite 1602
Los Angeles, CA 90010-1907 Sacramento, CA 95814-2341 Honolulu, HI' 86813-4500
TEL 213.380.2344 FAX 213 3811088 TEL 916.443 6600 FAX 916.442.0244 TEL 808 528.8860 FAX 808.528.8881
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0 Notices of availability of an EIR or a negative declaration for a project prepared
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152 and Section 15087 of Title 14
of the California Code of Regulations.

0 Notices of approval and/or determination to carry out a project, prepared pursuant
to Public Resources Code Section 21152(a).

o Notice of any Final EIR prepared pursuant to CEQA.

Please note that we are requesting notices of CEQA actions and notices of any public
hearings to be held under any provision of Title 7 of the California Government Code governing
California Planning and Zoning Law. This request is filed pursuant to Public Resources Code
Section 21092.2 and Government Code Section 65092, which require local agencies to mail such
notices to any person who has filed a written request for them with the clerk of the agency’s
governing body.

Please mail and fax notices to:
Richard Drury

Weinberg Roger & Rosenfeld
Alameda, CA 94501

FAX: 510-337-1023

Please call me should you have any questions. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

rely,

ichard Drury

Cc: Scott Littlehale
Ted Franklin
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Response to Comment #16, Weinberg, Roger & Rosenfeld

16-1. The comment does not address the content or adequacy of the Draft EIR. The City
has provided the requested information.

Response to Comments 10-68 Final e January 2009



ﬁqf of”
Hercules New Town Center
RCULES Environmental Impact Report

SACRAMENTO OFFICE

ADAMS BROADWELL JOSEPH & CARDOZO

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
DANIEL L. CARDOZO

THOMAS A, ENSLOW ATTORNEYS AT LAW
PAUL F. FOLEY" 520 CAPITOL MALL, SUITE 350
TANYA A. GULESSERIAN 601 GATEWAY BOULEVARD, SUITE 1000 SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-4715
MARC D. JOSEPH SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94080-7037 TEL: (916) 444-6201
LOULENA A. MILES S FAX: (916) 444-6209

GLORIA D. SMITH
TEL: (650) 589-1660

FELLOW FAX: (650) 589-5062
RACHAEL E. KOSS tgulesserian@adamsbroadwell.com @

OF COUNSEL
HOMAS R. ADAMS
yANN BROADWELL October 28, 2008

*Licensed in New York only

By Facsimile and U.S. Mail

Alfred A. Cabral

City Attorney/Agency Counsel
Pelletreau, Alderson & Cabral

3260 Blume Drive, Suite 410

Richmond, CA 94806

(510) 262-2100 phone

(510) 758-4921 fax

Re: Hercules New Town Center — Prevailing Wage Determination

Dear Mr. Cabral:

We are writing on behalf of International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
Union, Local 302, Plumbers and Steamfitters Union, Local 159, and Sheet Metal
Workers Union, Local 104 with regard to the Hercules New Town Center Project
(the “Project”) proposed by the City of Hercules Redevelopment Agency and
Hercules New Town Center LLC. We write specifically to inquire whether the City
of Hercules and/or the Redevelopment Agency have determined if the construction
work that would be authorized by approval of the proposed Project would be subject
to the payment of prevailing wages either pursuant to California Labor Code
sections 1720 et seq. or the City of Hercules Redevelopment Agency Prevailing
Wage Policy. .

If the City and/or Redevelopment Agency have made a prevailing wage
determination with regard to the Project, we hereby request a copy of any and all
written materials related to the determination pursuant to the California Public
Records Act, Government Code sections 6250, et seq. If the City and/or
Redevelopment Agency have not made a prevailing wage determination regarding
the Project, please let us know whether you expect such a determination to be made
and the timing of your consideration of this issue.

2246-001a

(‘) pnnted on recycied paper
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Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

" 4. AL pmert

Tanya A. Gulesserian

TAG:bh

ce:  Nelson E. Oliva, City Manager/Executive Director of Redevelopment Agency
(510/799-8206)
Lisa Hammon, Assistant Executive Director of Redevelopment Agency
(510/799-2521)
Doreen Mathews, City Clerk (510/799-2521)
« Dennis Tagashira, Planning Manager (510/799-8249)
Steve Lawton, Economic Development Director (510/799-2521)

2246-001a
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Response to Comment #17, Adams, Broadwell, Joseph & Cardozo

17-1. The comment does not address the content or adequacy of the Draft EIR. The City
has provided the requested information.
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November 3, 2008
Mr. Steve Lawton
City of Hercules
111 Civic Drive

Hercules, California, 94547
510-799-8233
slawton(@ci.hercules.ca.us

RE:  Public Records Request for Hercules New Town Center

Dear Mr. Lawton:

I am writing on behalf of the Carpenters Union Local 152 to request all documents

referring or related to the Hercules New Town Center (“Project™), (SCH # 2007062002)
including, but not limited to:

L.

Any and all draft and/or final environmental review document(s) prepared pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act.

Any and all applications for permits referring to or related to the Project.

Any and all permits issued by the City of Hercules (“City”), the City of Hercules
Redevelopment Agency (“Redevelopment Agency”™), or any other agency of the City,
referring to or related to the Project.

Any and all development agreements, disposition agreements and/or disposition and
development agreements referring to or related to the Project.

Any and all contracts or proposed contracts proposed or entered into between the City,
the Redevelopment Agency, and/or any other entities referring to or related to the Project.

Any and all correspondence, resolutions, memos, notes, analysis, electronic mail
messages, files, maps, charts, and/or any other documents by, to or from City staff or
Redevelopment Agency Staff referring or relating to the Project.

TEL 213.380.2344 FAX 213.381.1088

SACRAMENTO OFFICE
428 J Street, Suite 520

HONOLULU OFFICE
1099 Alakea Street, Suite 1602
Honolulu, HI' 86813-4500
TEL 808 528.8860 FAX 808.528.8881

LOS ANGELES OFFICE
3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 620
Los Angeles, CA 90010-1907 Sacramento, CA 95814-2341

TEL 916.443.6600 FAX 916.442.0244
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We do not request copies of documents that are readily available on the internct. For
such documents, we simply request that you inform us of the URL at which the document are
available.

This request is made pursuant to Section 21092(b)(1) of the California Environmental
Quality Act (“CEQA™) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15087(c)(5) which require that “all
documents referenced in the environmental impact report” be available for review and “readily
accessible” during the entire comment period. This request is also made pursuant to the
California Public Records Act. Government Code section 6250, et seq.  We request copies of the
requested documents pursuant to sections 6256 and 6257 of the Public Records Act.

While we are willing to pay the reasonable costs of duplication, we will only pay the
“direct costs of duplication,” and will not pay for any staff time related to this request. (North
County Parents v. Dept. of Education (1994) 23 Cal.App.4th 144) We request an estimate of the
costs of production prior to your making any copies. None of the requested documents,
including drafts, notes, or internal memoranda are exempt from disclosure. (Citizens for a Better
Environment v. Dept. of Food and Agriculture (1985) 171 Cal.App.3d 704). We request a
written response to this request within 10 days. (Gov.Code §§6256, 6257) We reserve the right
to have a copy service make copies of the requested documents depending on the volume.

Please send the above requested items to:

Richard Drury

Weinberg Roger & Rosenfeld

1001 Marina Village Parkway, Suite 200
Alameda, CA 94501

Please call me at (510) 337-1001 if you have any questions. Thank you for your assistance with
this matter.

Richard Drury

CC: Tom Quinn
Scott Littlehale
Ted Franklin
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Response to Comment #18, Weinberg, Roger & Rosenfeld

18-1. The comment does not address the content or adequacy of the Draft EIR. The City
has provided the requested information.
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ADAMS BROADWELL JOSEPH & CARDOZO
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RACHAEL E. KOSS jlaurain@edamsbroadwetil.com

OF COUNSEL
THOMAS R. ADAMS
ANN BROADWELL November 7, 2008

“Licensed in New York ey

VIA FACSIMILE AND U.S. MAIL

Ms. Doreen Matthews

City Clerk, City of Hercules .
Civic Center, 111 Civic Drive

Hercules, CA 94547-2392

Fax: (510) 799-2521

Mr. Steve Lawton

Community Development Director, City of Hercules
Civie Center, 111 Civic Drive

Hercules, CA 94547-2392

Fax: (510) 799-8249

Re:  Public Records Act Request — Hercules New Town Center Project
SCHH# 2007062002

We are writing on behalf of the International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers, Local 302, the Plumbers & Steamfitters Union, Local 159, and the Sheet
Metal Workers Union, Local 104, to request immediate access to all application
materials and file materials referring or related to the Hercules New Town Center
project (“Project”) SCH# 2007062002.

This request is made pursuant to the California Public Records Act.
(Government Code §§ 6250, et seq.) We request immediate access to the above
documents pursuant to Section 6253(a) of the Public Records Act. This request is
also made pursuant to Article I, section 3(b) of the California Constitution, which
provides a Constitutional right of access to information concerning the conduct of
government. Article [, section 3(b) provides that any statutory right to information
shall be broadly construed to provide the greatest access to government information
and further requires that any statute that Mimits the right of access to information
shall be narrowly construed.

2246-002d
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Ms. Doreen Matthews
Mr. Steve Lawton
November 7, 2008
Page 2

I will call you to set up a time to inspect the requested materials. Please call
me at (650) 589-1660 if you have any questions. Thank you for your assistance with
this matter.

Sincerely,

Jinil g O

Janet Laurain
Environmental Specialist

PFF;jml

2246-002d
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Response to Comment #19, Adams, Broadwell, Joseph & Cardozo

19-1. The comment does not address the content or adequacy of the Draft EIR. The City
has provided the requested information.

Final ¢ January 2009 10-77 Response to Comments





