
CORONAVIRUS  (COVID-19) ADVISORY 

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO PARTICPATE AND WATCH THE HERCULES CITY 
COUNCIL AND COMMISSION MEETINGS

On March 16, 2020, the Health Officer of Contra Costa County issued an Order through April 7, 2020 that 
directed that all individuals living in the county to shelter at their place of residence except that they may 
leave to provide or receive certain essential services or engage in certain essential activities and work for 
essential businesses and governmental services. 

Under the Governor’s Executive Order N-25-20, this meeting may utilize teleconferencing or other virtual 
meeting platforms.  Pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order N-25-20, teleconferencing restrictions of the 
Brown Act have been suspended. 

Beginning with the April 14, 2020 Hercules City Council meeting, the City Council and Commissions will 
conduct its meeting utilizing ZOOM. 

DUE TO THE SHELTER IN PLACE ORDERS AND PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE ORDER N-25-20, direct 
public attendance or participation at council meetings has been suspended and the Council Chambers will be 
closed to the general public.  The Commission and staff will participate virtually through the ZOOM 
application. Applicants, consultants, and others with matters before the Commission will be allowed to 
participate via ZOOM but must make prior arrangements with the Community Development Director.     

How to watch the meeting from home: 

1. Comcast Channel 28
2. Livestream online at https://hercules.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx

We are happy to accommodate written public comments.   Public Comment will be accepted by email to 
smatinpour@ci.hercules.ca.us by 5:00 p.m. on the meeting date.  Additional ways to provide your public 
comment is to mail your comment to City of Hercules, ATTN: Planning Commission – Public Comment 
(Meeting Date), 111 Civic Drive, Hercules, CA 94547 via USPS in time to reach the City no later than 5:00 
p.m. on the day of the meeting or by telephone by calling (510) 799-8244 no later than 5:00 p.m. on the 
meeting date.  All comments received by the close of the public comment period will be available after the 
meeting as supplemental materials and will become part of the official meeting record.  The City cannot 
guarantee that its network and/or the site will not be uninterrupted.  To ensure that the Commission receives 
your comments, you are strongly encouraged to submit your comments in writing in advance of the meeting by 
5:00 p.m. on the day of the Commission meeting. 
Individuals wishing to address the Commission are asked to provide the following information: 

1. Subject Line to contain the words “PUBLIC COMMENTS”
2. (Optional) - Name, address and contact information of person providing comments.
3. General topic or agenda item you wish to comment on.

All public comments are allowed up to 3 minutes to relay their message or concern.  All public comments are 
recorded and become part of the public record.  

https://hercules.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
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To view webcast of meetings, live or on demand, go the City's website at www.ci.hercules.ca.us.

I.  CALL TO ORDER - ROLL CALL

II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

III.  PUBLIC COMMUNICATION

In accordance with Executive Order N-25-20 and guidance from the California Department of Public 

Health on gatherings, remote public participation is allowed as follows:

Public comment will be accepted by email to Shiva Matinpour at smatinpour@ci.hercules.ca.us by 5:00 

p.m. on the meeting date and will be read into the record during public comment.  All comments 

received by 5:00 p.m. of the meeting date will be available after the meeting as supplemental materials 

and will become part of the official meeting record.  The City cannot guarantee that its network and/or 

the site will not be uninterrupted.  To ensure that the City Council receives your comments, you are 

strongly encouraged to submit your comments in writing in advance of the meeting.

For additional alternatives to providing public comments please refer to the Notice of Important 

Instructions on how to Participate and Watch the Hercules City Council Meeting on the front page of the 

agenda.

Individuals wishing to address the Planning Commission are asked to provide the following information: 

1. Subject line to contain the words "PUBLIC COMMENTS". 2. Name, address and contact information 

of person providing comments. 3. General topic or agenda item you wish to comment on. 

All public comments are allowed up to 3 minutes to relay their message or concern.  All public 

comments are recorded and become part of the public record.

IV.  CONSENT CALENDAR

V.  PUBLIC HEARINGS

1. 20-338 Special Use Permit No. 20-01, a request by Crown Castle (tower owner) 

and AT&T (operator) to replace existing telecommunications equipment with 

a 35-ft.-tall monopole at 3519 Franklin Canyon Road/Fernandez Ranch, 

open space land owned by the John Muir Land Trust, south of Highway 4 

and the Franklin Canyon Golf Course.

Recommendation: Adopt resolution approving Special Use Permit No. 

20-01.
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SUP 20-01 - 3519 Franklin Canyon - Staff Report

SUP 20-01 - 3519 Franklin Canyon - Att 1 - Resolution

SUP 20-01 - 3519 Franklin Canyon - Exh A - Findings + Facts

SUP 20-01 - 3519 Franklin Canyon - Exh B - Conditions of Approval

SUP 20-01 - 3519 Franklin Canyon - Att 2 - Site Map & Photo Sims

SUP 20-01 - 3519 Franklin Canyon - Att 3 - Design Plans

SUP 20-01 - 3519 Franklin Canyon - Att 4 - Coverage Maps

SUP 20-01 - 3519 Franklin Canyon - Att 5 - RF-EME Compliance Report

Attachments:

2. 20-339 Zoning Text Amendment No. 20-02, proposed amendments to the Hercules 

Municipal Code, Title 10, Chapter 16, Wireless Telecommunications 

Facilities, to update the City's current policies and processes regarding 

wireless facilities for conformity with current State and Federal standards 

and technologies.

Recommendation: Adopt resolution recommending City Council approve 

proposed changes to the Telecommunications Ordinance.

 

Telecom Ordinance - Small Facilities (ZTA 20-02) - Staff Report

Telecom Ordinance - Small Facilities (ZTA 20-02) - Resolution

Telecom Ordinance - Small Facilities (ZTA 20-02) - Att 1 - Redlined admendments

Telecom Ordinance - Small Facilities (ZTA 20-02) - Att 2 - Clean amendments

Attachments:

VI.  DISCUSSION / ACTION ITEMS

VII.  PLANNING DIRECTOR REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

VIII.  COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

IX.  ADJOURNMENT

The next Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission is Monday, October 19, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. and 

will be held virtually via the Zoom web application.

Agendas are posted in accordance with Government Code Section 54954.2(a) or Section 54956.  

Members of the public can view electronic agendas and staff reports by accessing the City's website at 

www.ci.hercules.ca.us then clicking on the Planning Commission meeting you are interested in.  You 

can also receive an e-notice from the City's homepage.  Agendas and staff reports may also be 

obtained by contacting the Planning Department at (510) 799-8244.  

Posted:  October 1, 2020

Page 3 City of Hercules

http://hercules.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=53b9ad2c-36a2-4a3d-80bf-4f7bbc8afb4c.pdf
http://hercules.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=13cda754-d25b-40cf-be52-20f2390648b2.pdf
http://hercules.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=6415a56a-bfa5-4ba7-9df9-c51847da7498.pdf
http://hercules.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=51e77857-2a92-46a4-a1b3-395ea589fb76.pdf
http://hercules.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=13a2b3a1-191b-4ad7-a918-c939aaf80aaf.pdf
http://hercules.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=e31b6d8c-60cc-4315-9c1e-2ab2b7e66a33.pdf
http://hercules.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=6e1932cc-b54d-45f8-a6d5-d38420ad4ad8.pdf
http://hercules.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=013a027f-46cf-4293-b1a5-6fc4214fbc00.pdf
http://hercules.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=3688
http://hercules.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=3688
http://hercules.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=754066e4-2509-47d1-aab9-7961bc48a1ec.pdf
http://hercules.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=d39b0377-d223-41ce-b1a9-fced6c4241cc.pdf
http://hercules.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=25ecee3f-c50f-472d-9eff-fea40c44d3e2.pdf
http://hercules.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=fc0e4cf0-818b-4b1e-b9ad-9abd873e562b.pdf


October 5, 2020Planning Commission Meeting Agenda

COMMISSION STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: The Planning Commission typically meets the first and third Monday 

of every month; its primary functions are to advise the City Council on policy matters in regard to the growth and 

development of the City of Hercules and to act on applications for development permits.

SPECIAL ACCOMODATIONS: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you require special 

accommodations to participate in a Planning Commission meeting, please contact the City Clerk at 510-799-8215 

at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.

AGENDA ITEMS: Persons wishing to add an item to an agenda must submit the final written documentation 12 

calendar days prior to the meeting.  The City retains the discretion whether to add items to the agenda.  Persons 

wishing to address the Commission otherwise may make comments during the Public Communication period of the 

meeting.

PUBLIC COMMUNICATION: Persons who wish to address the Commission should complete the speaker form prior 

to the Commission’s consideration of the item on the agenda. Speakers will be called after the project applicant 

has presented the project.

Anyone who wishes to address the Commission on a topic that is not on the agenda and is relevant to the 

Commission should complete the speaker form prior to the start of the meeting.  Speakers will be called upon 

during the Public Communication portion of the meeting.  In accordance with the Brown Act, the Commission may 

not take action on items not listed on the agenda.  The Commission may refer to staff any matters brought before 

them at this time and those matters may be placed on a future agenda.

In the interests of conducting an orderly and efficient meeting, speakers will be limited to three (3) minutes.

Anyone may also submit written comments at any time before or during the meeting. 

CONSENT CALENDAR: All matters listed under Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be enacted 

by one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless requested by a member of the 

Commission or a member of the public prior to the time the Commission votes on the motion to adopt. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: A public hearing enables the public to present information, opinions, and arguments relevant 

to the actions of the Commission, and informs the public about the details of the proposal. 

At the beginning of an item, the Chair will read the description of that item as stated on the agenda. The staff will 

then give a brief presentation of the proposed project. The Commission may then ask staff questions about the 

item. 

The Chair will open the public hearing and ask the applicant(s) if he or she wishes to make a presentation or 

statement. Those persons in favor of the project will then be given an opportunity to speak followed by those who 

are opposed to the project. The applicant(s) will then be given an opportunity for rebuttal.

The public hearing will then be closed, and the Commission may discuss the item amongst themselves and ask 

questions of staff. The Commission will then vote to approve, deny, approve in a modified form, or continue the 

matter to a later date for a decision. The Chair will announce the Commission’s decision and advise the audience of 

the appeal procedure.

Persons who wish to speak on matters set for public hearings will be heard when the Chair calls for comments in 

support thereof or in opposition thereto. After the hearing is closed, there is no further comment permitted from the 

audience unless invited by the Chair.

The Commission has decided that no public hearings will begin after 11:00 p.m., and that items still remaining on 

the agenda after 11:00 p.m. will be held over to the next Commission meeting.
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LEGAL CHALLENGES: If you challenge a decision of the Planning Commission in court, you may be limited to 

raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the meeting or in written correspondence delivered at, or 

prior to, the meeting. Actions challenging Commission decisions shall be subject to the time limitations contained 

in the Code of Civil Procedures Section 1094.6.

NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE: Property owners within 300 feet of a proposal will receive a notice of the proposal at 

least ten (10) days prior to the public hearing. The notice lists the type of application, application number, brief 

description and location of the project, and the applicant. The City of Hercules subscribes to a service that uses the 

property owner information from the most recent data on the Contra Costa County Tax Assessor’s rolls. Please be 

aware there often is a time lag for both the tax rolls and this service to be updated. 

AGENDA POSTING: The Planning Commission Agenda is posted at least 72 hours prior to the meeting at City 

Hall, the Hercules Swim Center, Ohlone Child Care Center, Hercules Post Office, and on the City’s website 

(www.ci.hercules.ca.us), 

REVIEW OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS: All Planning applications are public documents, and can be reviewed by the 

public. These files, however, are not allowed out of the office. Should a member of the public require copies of 

information contained within the file, a written request must be submitted to the City Clerk's Office. Staff will 

accommodate the request within ten (10) calendar days. The charge is $0.20 per page. If you require a complete 

copy of the file, or if staff cannot accommodate your request within ten (10) calendar days, you must make 

arrangements to bring in a copier or copy service that can make copies without leaving City Hall. 

Environmental Impact Reports, Specific Plans, and other project specific documents are made available for the 

public to review at City Hall at 111 Civic Drive, Hercules CA. Loan copies (limited supply) are available for review, 

not purchase, at the Planning Department. These documents must be checked out with staff. You will be asked to 

provide your name, phone number, and a deposit. Persons will be informed of the date and time the document must 

be returned. You may check out the loan document, but staff will not make a complete copy of the document. Staff 

will accommodate the request to make photocopies based upon the current workload and availability of personnel 

to make copies. Costs are outlined in above paragraph.
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